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It was a hero’s welcome this past Sunday, as tennis star Bianca Andreescu greeted nearly 10,000 screaming fans at Mississauga’s Celebration Square during a packed rally to honour her recent U. S. Open 
win. “This is crazy... | never thought I’d have a parade in my honour,” said the 19 year-old tennis phenom, fresh off a win against Serena Williams in the women’s singles final of the tournament. 


Andreescu was in good company alongside dignitaries, city councillors and community leaders during the packed rally, which was organized only a few days after her win. 
‘The entire sports country rallied around what she was able to do,” said TSN host Mark Roe, who emceed Sunday’s rally. For the full story and more pictures from the event, turn to Page 18 in this week’s 
edition. 


(PWN Staff Photo) 
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How much more can Peel Region 
take? 

Residents and politicians renewed 
their call for increased community 
safety after the death of a Mississauga 
teen this past weekend, after a shoot- 
ing that was labeled a "brazen act of 
violence" by police. 

17 year-old Jonathan Davis, a grade 
12 student at Lincoln M. Alexander 
Secondary School, was walking home 
from a nearby park when he was 
struck by gunfire late Saturday 
evening around 6:30 p.m., near the 
corner of Darcel Avenue and Morning 
Star Drive. Police are searching for at 
least seven suspects involved in the in- 


Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie and Peel Police Chief Chris McCord 


Wedding 
Birthday 


cident, which has been labeled an 
"ambush" against a group of residents 
who were filming a music video. 

"This incident appears to be a tar- 
geted attack," said Chief Chris McCord 
during a press conference held Sunday 
morning, with Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie in attendance. Mc- 
Cord assured reporters that safety is 
the number one concern and that the 
department would be devoting its re- 
sources to finding the culprits. "The 
attackers had complete disregard for 
public safety within our community," 
he said. 

The incident resulted in several oth- 
ers being shot, including a 13 year-old 


Receptions 


(Anniversaries 


(right) speak to reporters on Sep. 15, 2019, near the site of a 
shooting that left several residents injured and 17 year-old student Jonathan Davis dead. (Photo Courtesy of Peel Police) 


who was struck and injured by a bullet 
when she went to her family's first- 
floor apartment window to see what 
was happening below. 

Police say that over 100 shell casings 
were found on the scene of the crime, 
and that the suspects were reportedly 
wielding semi-automatic weapons. 

The Peel District School Board has 
put supports in place for students who 
need it, and a GoFundMe set up in 
Davis’ name smashed through its 
$18,000 fundraising goal. 


Continued on Pg 4 


647-829-9397 FF 


www.sanjhsaveracards.com 


Week of Sep. 19, 2019 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON _| 


Province boosts 
dementia care with 
$600k in funding 
»NEWSPageq 
Sikhs stand for all 
communities, not 
just one 
» OPINION Page 15 
New Lowell nabs 
third game in 
NDBL series 


RTSPagei7 


Brampton singer 

nabs “Mighty” 

music prize 
» LIFESTYLE Page 20 


hosts culture 
activities 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:12 AM Page 3 


TY 
iG T CHL OKTHANCE by 


uP COMO 


O: Om - Qh (September -§ Guing 


antiskentic Ma, Dx fistan Dg eo [J§JLong & McQuade 
' ae “i wwe Kia Arts mississauga ntre MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS # 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:12 AM Page 4 


Sep. 19, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 4 


Politicians propose varied solutions in wake of shootings 


Continued from Pg 1 


The Peel District School 
Board has put supports in 
place for students who need it, 
and a GoFundMe set up in 
Davis’ name smashed through 
its $18,000 fundraising goal. 

The incident was a "sense- 
less act of gun violence," said 
Crombie. "My heart goes out 
to the family of the innocent 
victim," she told reporters. 

Saturday's shooting was not 
the only violent incident that 
claimed the life of a resident, 
as two men, both in their mid- 
20s, were located with gun- 
shot wounds after a shooting 
in the Sandalwood Parkway 
and Highway 410 area in 
Brampton. One man_ suc- 
cumbed to his wounds at the 
scene, while another one was 
transported to a trauma cen- 
ter in serious condition. 

The shootings have led to in- 
creased calls to bolster the re- 
gion's policy against gun and 
gang violence, as well as re- 
newed calls to re-open a com- 
munity police station that 
closed in Malton. 

"As Malton’s Councillor, I 
fought along with the commu- 
nity, in 2018, to stop the clo- 
sure of a police station 150 
meters from (Sunday’s) shoot- 


mn 


ing 'for budget reasons'," said 
Mississauga Ward 5 councillor 
Carolyn Parrish, who _ indi- 
cated that she has been work- 
ing with local residents to 
raise support and signatures 
over the issue. "How much is 
a life worth? We won’t be 
stopped this time," she said. 

The incidents brought com- 
ments from local MPPs, who 
indicated that they will be 
working with police to ad- 
dress the issue. 

"We are deeply saddened 
and outraged by the senseless 
violence that has left families 
in Mississauga grieving need- 
lessly," said Ontario solicitor 
general Sylvia Jones. "We offer 
sincere condolences on behalf 
of Ontarians and our govern- 
ment is working urgently with 
police and partners to stop 
gun violence from shattering 
more lives." 

Gun violence has plagued 
the community for too long, 
said Brampton South MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria. "Many 
young men I grew up with in 
Malton were victims of gun vi- 
olence. When will it end? 
Enough is enough." 

Federal leaders also 
weighed in on the uptick in vi- 
olence on the campaign trail 
and offered condolences, 


though they had little in the 
way of new ideas to address 
gun violence in Canada's 
cities. 

Conservative Leader An- 
drew Scheer and the NDP's 
Jagmeet Singh both said the 
root causes of violence need to 
be addressed, but differed in 
their views on what those 
areas they repeated their ex- 
isting commitments. 

"What we do know about 
some of these shootings that 
have gone on over the past 
few months is that they are re- 
lated to gang activity and 
that's why we need better 
laws to deal with things like 
bail conditions that known 
gang members _ receive," 
Scheer said Sunday in British 
Columbia. "That's why we 
need greater co-operation 
with police agencies, that's ex- 
actly what my plan for a safer 
Canada talks about." One of 
the policies outlined in the 
platform states that gang 
members will be denied bail if 
arrested. 

In Quebec, Singh said that 
there are a number of factors 
to consider when discovering 
the root of gang violence - 
among them, social support. 

"When people don't have 
hope, they can fall on the 


wrong path," Singh said.. "We 
want to make sure we have all 
the programs in place — af- 
fordable housing, good health 
care, opportunities for work 
so that young people can find 
a positive way forward and 
not end up in a vicious cycle of 
violence." 

Trudeau's stop in Missis- 
sauga wasn't entirely for the 
campaign; he was to attend a 
celebration rally for tennis 
star Bianca Andreescu, who 
captivated the country with 
her victory in the U.S. Open 
last weekend. His attendance 
at the rally — and call to 
Crombie — speaks to the two 
hats he wore this week. 

The shooting in Mississauga 
is likely to renew calls for a 
handgun ban. The Liberals 
have been under pressure for 
over a year to impose one. 

A handgun ban was being 
studied in Aug. 2018, with 
public consultations suggest- 
ing Canadians were divided on 
the issue. While Trudeau pro- 
vided no details of his party's 
plan on Sunday, the Liberals 
have signaled they will include 
some form of gun control in 
their platform. Former 
Toronto police chief Bill Blair, 
who was named crime-reduc- 
tion minister in his first term 


as a Liberal MP, suggested in 
June that ideas on the table in- 
cluded new standards for se- 
cure storage of firearms, 
preventing people from buy- 
ing them on behalf of crimi- 
nals and _ deterring the 
smuggling of weapons from 
the United States. 
Conservatives won't support 
police forces, but have stopped 
short of calling for a ban, with 
some echoing Blair's thoughts 
on the need to tackle illegal 
firearms-trafficking as a top 
priority. Scheer, in B.C., 


pointed to the fact that not 


even police want a ban when 
asked whether his party 
would support one. "We listen 
to the experts on this," he said. 
CTV public safety analyst 
Chris Lewis, a former com- 
missioner of the Ontario 
Provincial Police, says it would 
be difficult for the city to im- 
pose such a ban unilaterally. 
As the federal government 
regulates gun crimes, the 
city's only option would be to 
put a gun ban into a bylaw, 
putting offenses on the same 
level as parking violations. 


Jonathan Davis (Photo Courtesy of Davi. 
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Province boosts dementia care with $600,000 in funding 


by Alex Gregory 


Nearly $600,000 is being 
invested into local initiatives 
to help patients with de- 
mentia stay safe, the 
province announced 
Wednesday morning. 

Minister for Seniors, Ray- 
mond Cho, along with Min- 
ister of Long-Term Care 
Merillee Fullerton and local 
MPPs, attended the Malton 
Village Long-Term Care 
home, to announce the 
funding, which will be deliv- 
ered to the Alzheimer Soci- 
ety of Ontario (ASO). 

Seniors are the fastest- 
growing demographic in the 
province, said Cho, with 
over three million expected 
by 2023. Despite that, pro- 
viding support to seniors 
who have dementia is criti- 
cal to their safety and well- 
being. 

“As our seniors’ popula- 


tion continues to grow, so 
too will the population of 
seniors with dementia... the 
safety of seniors is a top pri- 
ority for me and our govern- 
ment,” said Cho, who noted 
that it was his seventh visit 
to the site, which also hosts 
the regional Butterfly Proj- 
ect program. 

The funding will support 
seniors who have dementia 
and go missing, through the 
“Finding Your Way” pro- 
gram offered by ASO, which 
offers tools for caregivers 
and families. 

With 240,000 seniors in 
the province living with de- 
mentia, and nearly half that 
number (125,000) at risk of 
going missing each year, the 
funding will help protect 
some of the province’s most 
vulnerable residents, ex- 
plained Cho. 


“We're working across the 
government and communi- 
ties to provide better serv- 
ices to keep all seniors safe 
and healthy, wherever they 
choose to live,” said Cho. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a status update deliv- 
ered at Peel Regional 
Council last week, in which 
Butterfly Project manager 
Mary Connell explained the 
benefits of the program, 
which provides programs 
and initiatives to engage 
seniors living with demen- 
tia. 

“We want to show that 
people living with dementia 
are just regular people,” 
Connell said, referring to 
the educational model used 
in the program. 

The Butterfly Project, 
which is hosted at Malton 
Village, is the first facility in 
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POOLS & HOT TUBS 


>> 


Ontario to use the model, 
which uses smaller staff 
sizes and creative activities 
to engage and re-socialize 
residents who have demen- 
tia. 

The project is based on a 
model first developed in the 
United Kingdom in the 
1990s, and later adopted at 
several other sites through- 
out Canada. During her 
presentation, Connell said 
that the staff have already 
been seeing positive out- 
comes, which have im- 
proved cognitive ability and 
recognition in dementia pa- 
tients. 

The success of the Malton 
Village Butterfly Project has 
also led to increased interest 
from the federal govern- 
ment, with a request made 
for funding from the Na- 
tional Dementia Hub. 


Being proactive when it 
comes to help seniors, espe- 
cially those living with de- 
mentia, will help everyone, 
said Caledon regional coun- 
cillor Annette Groves. 


“In the end, it’s easier on 
the caregiver and health sys- 
tem if we take preventative 
measures,” Groves said at 
last week’s meeting. 
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Fighting fake news during the election 
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Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
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Monday, Oct. 21 will be 
here in no time, and 
much will be riding on 
your choice as you elect a 
new federal government. 
With Peel being a key set 
of ridings for the country, 
what advice can I give 
you? 

As you know, the Liber- 
als have run the country 
for the past four years, 
and much has changed 
over their tenure. Were 
you happy with their per- 
formance? If so, you 
know what your vote will 
be. 

While I do not wish to 
influence your vote in 
any way, it is critical that 
you understand the plat- 
forms and facts about the 
leaders of all the parties 


in this election. How will 
each party impact your 
quality of life, your taxes, 
etc.? Can someone else 
emerge as our new Prime 
Minister? 

With scandals seem- 
ingly appearing in every 
known government these 
days, who can we trust? 

If every word out of a 
leader’s mouth is what 
they believe is the truth, 
how can I as a voter de- 
termine if it is factual? 

The first thing to do is 
to not vote based solely 
on social media. If we 
used Facebook and Twit- 
ter posts as a barometer 
for truth, we would all be 
up acreek without a pad- 
dle. 

While there is some use 
for these platforms from 
an knowledge — stand- 
point, its original inten- 
tion for friends and 


family to communicate 
and share information 
has long gone, replaced 
with endless sniping be- 
tween different groups 
and incorrect details 
being relayed as factual. 

I urge you all to read a 
newspaper and listen to 
radio / television inter- 
views with the candi- 
dates and leaders and 
make your own decision. 

All these are factual 
statements and_ not 
tainted through social 
media. 

That is how I would like 
to see your vote being 
made next month, but my 
biggest fear is that you 
WILL form your opinion 
from fake news. 

Together, we can con- 
tinue to make Canada 
one of the best places to 
live on this planet! 


> Affordability for Canadian’s 


It was “all hands on deck” 
last week, as the federal lead- 
ers headed to key ridings in 
Peel Region just after the fed- 
eral writ dropped. 

NDP leader Jagmeet Singh 
campaigned in Quebec at sev- 
eral ridings before making his 
way to Brampton, where he 
pledged to build a new hospi- 
tal in the region to relieve the 
overburdened system, which 
has been the subject of press 
attention over the last year. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown also met with federal 
Conservative leader Andrew 
Scheer for a roundtable dis- 
cussion about the city’s priori- 
ties, shortly before Scheer 
spent several hours campaign- 
ing with local candidates. 

In Mississauga, Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau made up for 
lost time via an appearance at 
a rally held to honour local 
sports phenom Bianca An- 
dreescu. Trudeau, who spoke 
at the event, did not answer 
media questions before or 
after the event. 

People’s Party Leader 
Maxime Bernier was also in 
the Brampton West riding last 
week at an event for local can- 
didate Baljit Bawa. 

All four leaders will have the 
chance to pitch Canadians on 
why their party should take 
the top spot during the next 
federal leaders’ debate, which 
will be held on Oct. 7. (Submit- 
ted/PWN Staff Photos) 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Sunjit Singh Flora 
Column 


The federal election has 
been called for Oct. 21, but 
does anyone actually care 
about what’s going on? 

It certainly doesn’t seem 
like it. 

These elections are not for 
us. They are for the blue, 
green, red and orange... the 
ones fighting for the power. 

The federal government is 
responsible for issues that 
affect Canada as a whole 
country, such as interna- 
tional relations, immigra- 
tion, criminal law, taxes, 
national defense, and for- 


eign policy. 
We've got a less than six- 
week campaign during 


which Canadians will decide 
whether Justin Trudeau's 
Liberals get another chance 
despite some _ troubling 
scandals, or Andrew 
Scheer's Conservatives will 
take four more years after 
being soundly thumped. 

The two old-guard parties 
roughly tied in the polls. As 
of Sep. 17, the Conservatives 
were at 34, Liberals 34, 
N.D.P. 16 and Green 8 per 
cent. 

It seems the outcome, as 
the campaign begins, is a 
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minority government. How- 
ever, Canadians change 
their minds quickly, and 
polls can be deceptive. 

At the dissipation of the 
338-limb Parliament, the 
Liberals held 177 seats, Con- 
servatives held 95, the NDP 
had 40, the Bloc Quebecois 
had 10, while the Green 
Party had two. There are 
also eight independents and 
one each for the People's 
Party of Canada (Maxime 
Bernier, who left the Con- 
servatives) and the Co-oper- 
ative Commonwealth 
Federation (Erin Weir, who 
was struck out of the NDP 
party), as well as four va- 
cancies. 

The Province of Atlantic 
was famously a _ Liberal 
brush in 2015. About the 
only outcome we can foretell 
with certainty is that that 
won't happen again. 

The Liberals must try to 
use some benevolence to let 
the nation forget about the 
SNC-Lavalin affair. They 
also broke a promise to in- 
stitute a system of propor- 
tionate likeness, an egress 
that resonates in PEI. 

Scheer's Conservatives are 
being forced to oppose 
against suggestions that 
they'll re-open the abortion 
debate and scale back se- 
verely on immigration. 


Whatever occurs, we urge 
Canadians to pay close at- 
tention. 

Elections are your most 
important chance to tell 
politicians what you think. 
The very nature of democ- 
racy is under assault these 
days, and the worst road to 
take is to not vote. 

Notwithstanding, whether 
the ruling party is at the fed- 
eral or provincial level, gov- 
ernments keep growing and 
taking our lives and free- 
doms. 

It doesn't matter if it's 
Red, Blue or Green, the lead- 
ers all play politics-- which, 
in fact, is in their blood. 

Once they come _ into 
power, oft-repeated prom- 
ises like healthcare, unem- 
ployment, our kids' 
education, country's econ- 
omy, jobs and issues relating 
to racism, taxation, are rel- 
egated to the back burner, or 
even forgotten. 

I firmly believe the gov- 
ernment’s firs, and foremost 
priority should be to fight 
poverty and unemployment 
— also, the mess of Immi- 
gration policy. 

Gun and gang violence is a 
massive issue that requires 
increased criminal prohibi- 
tions, setting standards for 
health, and safety of Canadi- 
ans. 
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Poverty is another biggest 
important issue that the 
public faces today. The pop- 
ulation has tripled over the 
past 25 years, leading to a 
rise in poverty, a widening 
income gap and_ rising 
poverty levels that erode 
gains in education, increas- 
ing pressure on natural re- 
sources,, health, food 
security, employment, and 
incomes. 

Taxes and prices are going 
higher, but income still stays 
the same or less. 

Justin Trudeau has stared 
Canadians right in the face 
and repeatedly lied: Deficits, 
Pipeline, S.N.C. Lavalin, 
Transparency. 

In the 2015 election, Lib- 
eral leader Trudeau branded 
himself as Canada's #Femi- 
nistPM to stunning success, 
turfing Stephen Harper's 
Conservative Party from 
power and leading the Lib- 
erals to a majority. 

However, over the past 
three years, the political 
landscape has been com- 
pletely reshaped, with two 
new party leaders under 40 
and the #MeToo movement 
forcing the issue of gender 
equality back on to the na- 
tional stage. 

Also, Trudeau revived the 
corpse of the Liberal Party 
and swept to power in 2015, 


Does anyone actually care for the federal election? 


all while proudly wearing 
the feminist cap. 

Three years later, 
women's issues are front 
and centre, and its pink fem- 
inist caps all around. 

In this new _ climate, 
Trudeau, now 47, is no 
longer the upstart, and his 
feminist track record in of- 
fice will closely be scruti- 
nized by opponents and 
voters alike. 

With the Liberals recently 
losing elections in Ontario 
and Quebec to populist Con- 
servative platforms, 
Trudeau's "sunny ways" are 
already being tested. 

Trudeau is the only one 
who have been found guilty 
of ethics violations of ethics 
in Canadian history. 

Trudeau had fired minor- 
ity women and yelled at MP 
Celina Caesar-Chavannes 
when she informed him that 
she was quitting the Liberal 
caucus. 

As Trudeau starts his cam- 
paign with the slogan "I am 
moving forward", the ques- 
tion is - with his all the scan- 
dals, are they moving with 
him forward too? Also, with 
shootings happening every 
day, people being killed left 
and the right, is the coun- 
try's messed up safety of the 
people moving forward too? 
This country's immigration 


policy is all a mess, but it's 
moving forward too. 

If the answer is yes to all 
of the above, are Canadians 
translating your slogan, "I'm 
moving forward,’ into 
"Chaos Liberals Forward"? 

Canadians might think 
voting for Trudeau means a 
vote for anarchy, a synonym 
for more familiar words: 
Chaos, Disorganization, Dis- 
order, Turmoil, Mayhem, 
Pandemonium. 

There's no room for wild 
promises and scandals, lies, 
and playing propaganda 
games that will later remain 
unrevealed and repeated in 
coming years. 

Every time after the elec- 
tion and the new govern- 
ment is subsequently 
formed, the pertinent ques- 
tion is: will the ruling party 
keep its words? 

The public is not looking 
for a party or leader that 
plays fast and loose with its 
words and continues to play 
politics, but for a friendly 
and honest party and leader 
who delivers the goods and 
comes up to expectations. 

The public wants someone 
who is a man of his word, 
and not merely a man of the 
words. 


EVERY 


FRIDAY 


‘3 


TOWN OF 


NIGHT 


CALEDON 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:12 AM Page 7 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:13 AM Page 8 


Sep. 19, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


“Local love” starts with a smile at agency kickoff 


by Catherine Soplet 


Hundreds of volunteers 
drawn from workplace cam- 
paigns teamed up at local 
agencies for a day of helping 
a local agency give back to 
the community during the 
annual United Way of 
Greater Toronto kickoff 
event, held Tuesday at the 
Knights’ Table soup kitchen 
in Brampton. 

The event connected vol- 
nteeers with clients across 
the province, who helped 
stock shelves, cook food, or- 
ganize events and put their 
own payroll donations put 
to good use. 

"Poverty is 24/7. We want 
to provide hope and oppor- 
tunity, and for people to love 
where they live," UWGT 
chief of staff Anita Stellinga 
told a packed crowd of hun- 
dreds during the event. 

The local agency found al- 
lies in several municipal 
governments, which also 
proclaimed Sep. 17 as Local 
Love Day. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown noted its inclusion 
and continuing importance 


to bringing support to resi- 
dents in the city. 

"Hunger, poverty, and 
homelessness... we know 
such issues are unignor- 
able," said Cindy Tate, Cam- 
paign Chair for the City of 
Brampton's staff fundrais- 
ing for UWGT. 

Tate brought more than a 
dozen staff from City of 
Brampton to prepare and 
serve food at Knights' Table, 
the only soup kitchen open 
for three meals every day in 
Brampton. Founded in 1992, 
its need to serve a growing 
population during tougher 
economic times is increas- 
ing rapidly. 

So far this year, more than 
15,000 meals and services 
have made a difference to 
people living in Brampton's 
downtown core. 

"We cannot simply look 
the other way," said Tate. 
"It's even tougher when 
unignorable issues are also 
invisible, such as poor men- 
tal health or depression." 

Cristina Casquilho was 
just such an invisible casu- 


alty. Now a client of Knights' 
Table, and also a volunteer, 
the mother of two was in 
rough shape after a failed 
business made her a sole 
parent. 

Managing tight budgets 
meant there were times that 
she did not eat so that her 
children could. 

Cristina's dangerously low 
weight of 72 pounds led to 
her collapse and hospitaliza- 
tion with organ failure, lost 
teeth and hair. 

Despite her appearance, 
"When I arrived the first 
time at Knights' Table, I was 
greeted with a smile," said 
Cristina during the kickoff. 
"I felt like a regular person." 

As a mother, Cristina was 
also concerned that her two 
children could enjoy life 
events that other families 
routinely access. Knights’ 
Table helped to outfit them 
with backpacks and back-to- 
school supplies; to go away 
for camp and, importantly, 
to have access to tutoring as 
the need arose. " 

An absence of routine 


family events plagued Glen. 
For nearly ten years, like 
Cristina, Glen is both a 
client and a volunteer. In de- 
scribing his living-rough ap- 
pearance from extended 
homelessness and crack-ad- 
diction, what turned the 
light on in his life was 
"walking into Knights' Table 
and getting three beautiful 
smiles from volunteers.” 


Glen will celebrate nine 
years drug-free on his next 
birthday this December. 

He recalls the celebration 
on his first anniversary to 
be drug free: "I had prom- 
ised students that I could 
and would quit. They held 
me accountable. And so, I 
had to keep it." 

The students and their 
families arranged for a lim- 


ousine to take Glen to their 
school, where he was pre- 
sented with a plaque award. 

Now, on days when he 
feels low, Glen says the 
plaque remind him of his 
promise, and the can push 
through the urge to smoke 
his pipe. 

Then he smiles. "Say NO 
to drugs - say YES to pineap- 
ple." 


Viral video captures illegal U-turn o 


busy Brampton highway 


It was a “head-turning” 
experience for passing mo- 
torists earlier this week, as 
a Toronto-area driving in- 
structor was caught per- 
forming an illegal U-turn on 
one of the region’s busiest 
highways. 

Ontario Provincial Police 
Sgt. Kerry Schmidt uninten- 
tionally made a video go 
viral after filming the driv- 
ing teacher undergoing the 
illegal action early Monday 
morning on Highway 410 in 
Brampton. 

Schmidt, whose video of 
the event racked up tens of 
thousands of views in less 
than 48 hours, eventually 
stopped the vehicle and con- 
fronted a driving instructor 
over her actions. 

The video begins with 
Schmidt filming the scene of 
a nearby multi-car crash 
paramedics had responded 
to, only to turn his camera 
in the other direction as a 


white vehicle catches his 
view. 

The driver of the white ve- 
hicle can be seenpulling to 
the median of the highway, 
slowing down and executing 
several rivers were pulling 
over to the jostle of the in- 
vasion and thwarting the 
median to head northward. 

Schmidt eventually 
stopped the car and con- 
fronted a female occupant, 
who worked for New 
Method Driving School and 
was reportedly teaching a 
driver how to conduct a U- 
turn. 

The instructor attempted 
to remove the company sign 
before Schmidt asked her to 
stop, then chastized her for 
saying she was aware that 
the U-turn was illegal. 

"Sorry, not to dishonor 
anybody," said Schmidt be- 
fore confronting the driver, 
“but ‘driving school’!" 


The clip ends with 


Schmidt deciding not to 
ticket the instructor, before 
stating that he was disap- 
pointed with her direction. 
"T really don't know what 
to tell you, other than don't 
take the New Method Driv- 
ing School's advice of going 
through the shoulder and 
breaking the law just be- 


cause you're late for an ap- 
pointment," he concluded. 

Despite the video, Schmidt 
told the instructor that he 
wasn’t trying to embarrass 
her - only point out that it 
was disappointing behav- 
iour, chalking it up to “thou- 
sands of people being late as 
well.” 


n One man under arrest in 


region's 20th homicide 


Peel Police announced 
Wednesday evening that 
a Brampton woman has 
died, in the region’s 20th 
homicide case of the 
year. 

The police  force’s 
Homicide and Missing 
Bureau division reported 
that officers attended a 
residence in the 
Checkerberry Crescent 
area on Monday after- 
noon after reports from 
neighbours, and located 
a 58 year-old woman 
who was suffering from 
blunt trauma. 

The woman, who was- 
n’t identified as of press 
time, was rushed to a 
Toronto-area trauma 
centre, while her hus- 
band, a 64 year-old man 
who wasn’t identified as 
of press time, was lo- 
cated inside the resi- 
dence and arrested for 
attempted murder. 

The female victim suc- 
cumbed to her wounds 
Wednesday morning in 


hospital. 

In a statement, the 
Homicide and Missing 
Persons Bureau stated 
that they have taken 
over the case and will be 
upgrading the charges in 
the near future. 

The past weekend has 
been a violent one in 
Peel, following the 
shocking death of 17 
year-old Jonathan Davis 
after a “targeted” attack 
against an unrelated 
group in Malton Satur- 
day evening, and a man 
in his mid-20s being lo- 
cated with gunshot 
wounds and later suc- 
cumbing in_ hospital 
after a shooting in the 
Sandalwood Parkway 
and Highway 410 area in 
Brampton. 

Residents with any ad- 
ditional information on 
any of these cases are 
asked to call Peel Police 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 
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Riding Report - The Brampton East Review 


The Brampton East con- 
stituency has a special place 
in Canadian politics. Because 
of the influx of immigrant 
voters, it is thought that the 
trends found in this con- 
stituency represent all the 
ridings where the immigrant 
voters prove to be decisive. 

Given the trend at the 
grassroots level, the move- 
ment in this riding seems to 
not only have a profound im- 
pact on the national level, but 
also a significant effect on 
Brampton's local politics. 

The latest trends in this rid- 
ing suggest that the Liberal 
victory is assured. The riding 
population of 221,000 (ac- 
cording to 338canada.com) 
believes this is one of the 
safest seats in Canada for the 
Liberal Party. 

According to Calculated 
Politics, if elections were held 
today, Maninder Sidhu is ex- 
pected to get 49 per cent of 
the vote, while Conservative 
candidate Ramona Singh can 
get 23 per cent, and NDP's 
Sharanjit Singh would likely 
get 19 per cent. 

This website estimates that 
there is a 99% chance that 
Liberal Maninder Sidhu will 


win, which means that it is 
impossible to see a victory for 
the Conservatives and the 
NDP unless there is a radical 
political earthquake tomor- 
row. 

Even if we don't rely too 
much on mainstream 
sources, the wind in this rid- 
ing also indicates that Manin- 
der Sidhu is a_ strong 
contender. 

Sidhu has the backing of 
many influential people who 
have a significant impact in 
Dixie Gurdwaras, sports 
clubs, and social institutions. 

In fact, behind Maninder, a 
group of influential people 
has long been involved in po- 
litical activities, and they un- 
derstand local and national 
politics well. A special feature 
of Sikh community politics is 
that support is given not on 
the basis of issues, but on the 
foundations of civilization. 

Sidhu has the benefit of 
being the son of Narendra 
Sidhu, the nephew of Param 
Sidhu, influential Dixie Guru, 
and the son-in-law of sports- 
writer Bant Nijjar. 

This is a chance for the Lib- 
erals to move in favor of the 
Liberals, not just in Brampton 


East, but throughout the city. 

One fact about Brampton 
East is that it's one of the 
wealthiest ridings for Liber- 
als. One of the most substan- 
tial fundraising dinners in the 
history of the Liberal Party 
was held here by former MP 
Raj Grewal. Raj Grewal's 
team is also said to have come 
out in favor of Sidhu. 

Conservative candidate Ro- 
mana Singh, on the other 
hand, seems very weak in the 
riding. She was taken to the 
election field by the party 
high command without a 
nomination, which has led to 
the disappointment of local 
Conservative workers. 

Nawal Bajaj, who has been 
associated with the Conserva- 
tive Party for a long time, has 
been a prominent figure in 
the Hindu community of the 
constituency. His nomination 
was rejected, which is why 
his commitment to the party 
is said to be in vain. 

Singh is the daughter of an 
Iranian mother and Indian- 
origin man from Delhi who, 
given the roar of contesting 
elections, has associated her 
father's last name with her 
name. 


It will be challenging to say 
whether the name change 
will create a psychological as- 
sociation with local voters. No 
matter what, she'll need to 
work hard to set foot on an 
elaborate riding like Bramp- 
ton East. 

It will be interesting to note 
in the background of Romana 
Singh that in the 2018 provin- 
cial elections, the Conserva- 
tives brought in an 
incumbent candidate, Sudeep 
Sandhu, from the riding in 
the 2018 provincial election, 
which was given by the local 
Tory Leader. 

Singh is also a candidate 
from outside. Because of that 


Maninder Sidhu 


local Conservative members 
were angry, but are they 
going to repeat history by op- 
posing Ramona Singh for the 
federal level? 

NDP candidate Sharanjit 
Singh is also a lawyer who 
specializes in labor law. His 
specialty is that he has been 
associated with Jagmeet 
Singh since the beginning, 
but there is no concrete infor- 
mation on the level at which 
he is connected with voters at 
the community level. 

He is not a flamboyant 
speaker like his mentors Jag- 
meet Singh and Gurratan 
Singh. Whether Sharanjit 
Singh can benefit from that 


Sharanjit Singh 


data and whether he can di- 
vert the political wind in his 
favor is a matter for com- 
ment. 

At one point, Raj Grewal 
had challenged NDP leader 
Jagmeet Singh to try to con- 
test the Brampton East rid- 
ing. It is believed that Jagmeet 
Singh preferred to go to the 
Burnaby riding instead of 
taking unnecessary risks. Can 
Sharanjit Singh lift that risk? 

Given the statistics at the 
national level and the facts at 
the grassroots level, it can be 
said that the recent Liberal 
candidate Maninder Singh's 
strength in this constituency 
is quite substantial. 


Romana Singh 


PM under fire for 
“brownface” photo 


Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau is under fire after a 
2001 photo of him wearing 
brownface surfaced this 
week, just days after he 
dropped the writ and made a 
campaign appearance in Mis- 
sissauga. 

"IT ‘shouldn't have done 
that," Trudeau said Wednes- 
day evening, referring to a 
photo that was publicized by 
Time Magazine. "I should 
have known better, but I,' did- 
n't and 'I'm really sorry." 

The photo in question, pub- 
lished in the 2001 yearbook of 
West Point Gray Academy, a 
private school where Trudeau 
worked as a teacher before 
entering politics, shows him 
with four other women at an 


event. 
The picture 


shows Mr. 


Trudeau wearing a turban 
and a dress, with dark 
makeup on his hands, face, 
and neck. 

Trudeau’s press secretary 
later confirmed that Trudeau 
was the man in the photo, 
while the PM himself said this 
was not the first time he had 
done something like this. He 
stated that when he was in 
high school, he dressed up at 
a talent show and sang a tra- 
ditional Jamaican folk song 
called Day O "with makeup 
on." 

"Obviously I regret that I 
did it," he said. "'I'm pissed 
off at myself." 

NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh, 
who was attending a public 
meeting when the news was 
announced, said “he has to 
answer for that." 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 


of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
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Sins of the father overshadow Trudeau’s economy 


Sunjit Singh Flora 
Column 


Canada today is a very suc- 
cessful country. It has suf- 
fered less from the global 
economic crisis than any 
other major economy. 

Canadians may be tempted 
to be philosophical about dis- 
asters in their own past - but 
hasn't it turned out alright in 
the end? 

I want to stress that 
Canada's achievement over- 
coming Pierre ‘Trudeau's 
legacy should not inure Cana- 
dians to how disastrous that 
legacy was. 

Was Pierre Trudeau a disas- 
ter? Yes, according to writer 
David Frum. It has taken 
nearly 30 years to recover 
after he nearly bankrupted 
and split up the country, Frum 
wrote in a recent column. 

It's certainly true that the 
version of Justin Trudeau now 
emerging from the wreckage 
of the SNC-Lavalin affair 
shows him as not quite the 
warm and fuzzy high school 
drama teacher we were all so 
keen on when we were justi- 
fiably hellbent on getting rid 
of Stephen Harper. 

This is true, even if Trudeau 
can still summon up a tear 
when circumstances warrant. 

Three subsequent impor- 
tant prime ministers — Brian 
Mulroney, Jean Chrétien and 
Stephen Harper — invested 
their energies cleaning up the 


VOICE OF COURAGE: 
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wreckage left by Pierre 
Trudeau. The work has taken 
almost 30 years. 

Finally, and at long last, no- 
body speculates anymore 
about Canada defaulting on 
its debt, or splitting apart, or 
being isolated from all its 
major allies. 

If we look around today, the 
world economy seems to be 
on the decline, and econo- 
mists are predicting an eco- 
nomic downturn. Some think 
that this devastation may be 
more profound than the 2008 
recession. Economic, social, 
and political instability is on 
the rise in the world. 

Governments around the 
world, state governments, 
civic governments, and gov- 
ernment / paramilitary insti- 
tutions are facing deep 
financial losses. People are 
burdened with tax. 

Many poorer countries are 
seeking refuge in the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

There is much confusion in 
Britain, and the British gov- 
ernment has not reached any 
agreement to leave the Euro- 
pean Union despite the 'refer- 
endum'. European countries, 
including the UK, are worried 
about the potential recession. 

India, which is now one of 
the world's largest economies, 
is facing an economic down- 
turn. Workers and businesses 
being impacted on a large 
scale. The economic growth 
rate, which was 8-9 per cent 5 
years ago, has fallen below 5 


per cent today. 

China is facing a recession, 
and trade disputes with the 
United States could make the 
recession even worse. Experts 
believe that China's economy 
is not transparent, and its 
weaknesses are hidden. It is 
not easy to know about real 
debt and real GDP growth. 

The international price of 
China's currency is controlled 
by the Chinese government, 
making it difficult to know its 
actual value. The currencies of 
most major countries deter- 
mine the world financial mar- 
ket, so they are consistently 
higher or lower. However, 
China's cult is unique. China 
cannot be ignored, nor its eco- 
nomic status can be ignored 
due to its great economic and 
economic strength. 

China and the US are suffer- 
ing from many aspects. Trade 
relations have deteriorated, 
and the two countries are 
steadily increasing taxes on 
each other's products. 

The situation is so bad that 
last week's statistics show 
that the US (China's) sales of 
products sold to China have 
dropped by 16 per cent. 
China's sales of products to 
the US have dropped by 22 
per cent. The bilateral annual 
trade between the two coun- 
tries was $659.8 billion (USD) 
in 2018, which has fallen by 
16 per cent from the US side 
and 22 per cent from the Chi- 
nese side. This is affecting and 
impacting other countries, in- 
cluding Canada. 


LANI ELLIOTT 
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China is badly inundated 
with Canada, which has 
caused China to stop taking 
many products from Canada. 
This will adversely affect the 
Canadian economy. 

Campaign districts across 
Canada are buzzing in ad- 
vance of the Oct. 21 election 
date, and the campaign has 
started regularly. Justin 
Trudeau's Liberal Party claims 
that they run the economy 
very well, so the unemploy- 
ment rate is shallow. One has 
to ask that if the unemploy- 
ment rate is 'record low', then 
the income of the government 
should be increased, which 
should have eliminated or re- 
duced the budget deficit. 

However, the Trudeau gov- 
ernment has lost $20 billion 
annually in its four years. 
That means the government 
spends more than $20 billion 
annually. 

Which means that the 
Trudeau government spends 
$20 billion a year on debt, 
which is also paying interest. 
In four years, $80 billion of 
home loans have been paid off 
that our children have to pay 
back with interest. 

The government that has 
given more leverage to repay 
debt in the wake of a good 
economy, but what will it do 
when the economic downturn 
comes? 

Opponents tend to focus on 
his economic record — the big 
deficit, inflation, joblessness. 
I'm no fan of his economic 
record either. But like any 


PM’s economic record, it must 
be weighed in the context of 
the time. 

Canada has more fresh 
water than any other country. 
It has between two-to-three 
million lakes. Most of it can- 
not be used for productive 
uses, such as hydropower or 
even irrigation. Only 4.3 per 
cent of Canada's land is suit- 
able for farming, compared to 
16.9 per cent of land in the 
United States and 12.9 per 
cent in Mexico. 

An Abacus Data poll re- 
leased this month found 62 
per cent of Canadians think 
Trudeau is doing at least “an 
acceptable job” on the econ- 
omy, including 49 per cent of 
those who voted in the last 
election for the Conservatives. 

The party governed from 
2006 - 2015 and is Trudeau’s 
chief rival, particularly on the 
economy. 

Finally, in September, the 
Liberals failed to provide evi- 
dence in a court case that they 
sufficiently consulted Indige- 
nous groups involving the 
critically important ‘Trans 
Mountain pipeline. 

In essence, they created an- 
other legal obstacle after in- 
vesting $4.5 billion in 
taxpayer dollars to finish a 
project that should have been 
built years ago but remains 
mired in legal hassles. 

The Trudeau government is 
blaming the decline in the un- 
employment rate but is un- 
willing to take on increased 
debt. 


Experts believe that 
Canada's economy is tied to 
the U.S., which benefits 
Canada when it comes to the 
U.S. economy. 

Demand for Canadian prod- 
ucts increased in the United 
States, leading to more jobs. 
But now that the US economy 
is declining, it will affect 
Canada as well. 

But the Trudeau govern- 
ment is paying dollars, and 
government spending has 
gone sky high. Justin Trudeau 
believes that the budget can 
"balance itself", as said re- 
peatedly to Canadian media. 

Prime Minister Trudeau has 
raised $80 billion in debt, 
even in good economic condi- 
tions. It would be foolish to 
expect Trudeau to avoid it in 
the face of a potential reces- 
sion. 

Canada needs a prudent 
leader to counter the potential 
economic meltdown. What is 
also worth remembering is 
that in 2015, Justin Trudeau 
promised elections that he 
would balance the budget in 
2019 while keeping the first 
three years with a _ total 
budget deficit of $20 billion. 

Trudeau has broken this 
election promise. Instead of a 
$20 billion deficit, there is an 
$80 billion budget deficit now 
and not even a budget balance 
in 2019. 

Canadians have to be care- 
ful who they vote for on Oct. 
21 for the good of our country 
- and its Canadians. 
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BUSINESS 


UTM picks up prestigious global ranking 


by Alex Gregory 


The University of 
Toronto’s Mississauga 
campus picked up a pres- 
tigious ranking last week 
that places it among the 
top post-secondary insti- 
tutions in the world. 

The Times Higher Edu- 
cation World University 
Rankings 2020, which 
stack up more than 1,400 
universities across 92 
countries, placed U of T 
at #18, up from #21 last 
year. 

The rankings are used 
as a barometer to judge 
the world’s best universi- 
ties, and are independ- 
ently audited by 
professional services 
firm PricewaterhouseC- 
oopers. 

The institutions who 
were used in the ranking 
were graded on a variety 
of factors, including local 


and international reputa- 
tions, outlook, teaching, 
citatons and more. 

The UTM campus, 
which is adjacent to 225 
acres of greenbelt land 
and the Credit River, was 
factored into the ranking, 
which also includes the 
university’s downtown 
and Scarborough cam- 
puses. 

The ranking cements 
the local university’s 
stature among other in- 
stitutions, said U of T 
president Meric Gertler, 
who spoke about the 
rankings earlier this 
week. 

“It’s not easy to go up 
three spots in one year... 
we recognize there’s a 
virtuous circle: The bet- 
ter your reputation be- 
comes, the easier it is to 
continue to attract great 


faculty, staff and students 
from across the country 
and around the world,” 
said Gertler, who noted 
that the university also 
went up three spots ear- 
lier this year in a similar 
Times Higher Education 
ranking that relied on 
reputations of institu- 
tions. 

In a statement, Times 
Higher Education said 
that its criteria is 
weighed via several fac- 
tors, with research, 
teaching and _ criteria 
each making up 30 per 
cent of the overall result, 
along with research in- 
come and international 
outlook balancing out the 
remainder. 

U of T was not the only 
Canadian institution that 
made the list, with four 
others making the cut, in- 


cluding Université de 
Montréal (#85), McMas- 
ter University (#72), 


McGill University (#42) 
and the University of 
British Columbia (#34). 
The release of this 
year’s rankings coincided 
with Times Higher Edu- 


cation’s World Academic 
Summit, which is taking 
place this week in Zurich. 

Gertler said that he will 
attending the interna- 
tional conference on be- 
half of U of T and will 
participate in a session 
today that explores the 


connection between loca- 
tion and building top tal- 
ent. 

U of T’s St. George cam- 
pus will host next year’s 
summit, with hundreds 
of guests and academic 
leaders expected. 


Two space agency contracts awarded to MDA 


Brampton’s MDAone of 
the city’s biggest technol- 
ogy operations, recently 
that it has been awarded 
with two contracts to 
build the first phase of the 
Gateway External Robotic 
Interfaces project for the 
Canadian Space Agency. 

The Gateway External 
Robotic Interfaces will act 
as critical touch points for 
the major robotic manip- 
ulator elements that form 
Canadarm3, the artificial 
intelligence-enabled ro- 
botic system that will 
service the NASA-led 
Gateway. 

The interfaces will act 
as critical touch points for 
the eXploration Large 
Arm (XLA) and the eXplo- 
ration Dexterous Arm 
(XDA), the major robotic 
manipulator elements 
that form the Canadarm3. 

The company iscontinu- 


ing its legacy of working 
the agency and support- 
ing space exploration mis- 
sions, said MDA president 
Mike Greenley. 

“This project will lever- 
age MDA’s world-leading 
space robotics capabili- 
ties, gained through the 
Canadarm programs, and 
will be an important com- 
ponent of Canada’s contri- 
bution to the NASA-led 
Gateway,” said Greenley. 
“We are proud to deliver 
new jobs and engage our 
Canadian supply base in 


preparation for 
Canadarm3.” 
During the first phase of 


the project, MDA will 
work with the Canadian 
Space Agency to develop 
the interface and system 
requirements and under- 
take concept and technol- 
ogy development 
activities necessary to 


provide the Gateway 
module and element de- 
velopers with information 
to support the integration 
of the external robotics 
and its interfaces. 

The news also ties in 
with a recent federal com- 
mitment to support the 
Gateway to enable future 
exploration missions, in- 
cluding human lunar 
landings. 

Similar to the robotics 
provided by Canada on 
the International Space 
Station, Canadarm3 will 
provide Extra-Vehicular 
Robotics (EVR) services to 
the Gateway including ex- 
ternal logistics, mainte- 
nance, inspection, 
assembly and reconfigu- 
ration, and support to ex- 
ternal science payloads. 

Maxar Technologies, 
formerly MacDonald, Det- 
twiler and Associates, is a 


San Francisco-based 
maker of advanced space 
technology, including 
satellites, Earth imagery, 
geospatial data and ana- 
lytics. 

The company has more 
than 6,500 employees in 
20 locations and produces 
space technology under 
the SSL, MDA, Digital- 
Globe, and Radiant Solu- 
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tions brands. 

Maxar's MDA unit is an 
iconic company founded 
in 1969 and is a global 
leader in space robotics, 
satellite antennas and 
subsystems, surveillance 
and intelligence systems 
and other technology. 

The high-tech company 
on Airport Rd. near 
Williams Parkway is one 


of the Flower City's 
biggest private employ- 
ers, with 400 workers in 
Peel. 

The Brampton company 
also develops robots used 
to handle radioactive ma- 
terial used in the nuclear 
power industry. 


- With PWN Files 
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MP touts first-time home buyer credit for New ‘self-storage facility opens in Caledon 
Brampton residents 


Higher-than-average 
home prices have led the 
federal government to intro- 
duce an incentive aimed at 
providing buyers with more 
savings, said a Brampton 
MP. 

“The First Time Buyers In- 
centive will help thousands 
of first-time home buyers 
lower their monthly mort- 
gage payment without 
boosting costs on a down 
payment, said Brampton 
North MP Ruby Sahota, who 
is running for re-election in 
the federal election. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
Sahota said that everyone 
deserves to have a safe and 
affordable home. 

“When my parents first 
immigrated to Canada, 
home ownership was a big 
part of their Canadian 
dream. Our home off of 
Rutherford Drive was where 
I created memories with my 
older sister and younger 
brother, it’s where my mom 
rested her feet up after a 
long day of work, and it’s 
where I joined my dad to 
watch the evening news, 
which sparked my love for 
politics.” 

The incentive follows on 


from a recent federal com- 
mitment for the country’s 
first-ever National Housing 
Strategy, which is aimed at 
add 140,000 units of afford- 
able housing by 2028, 
alongside a Canada Housing 
Benefit that will assist 
300,000 Canadians. 

Sahota said that she has 
raised the issue of housing 
affordability multiple times 
in Ottawa, and championed 
the Housing Strategy. 

“Through this National 
Strategy, our (government) 
is committed to making the 

Li) 


dream of home ownership a 
reality for many more fami- 
lies across Canada.” 

Sahota also said that she 
has heard from families at 
career and job fairs in 
Brampton, as_ well as 
youths, about the housing 
market and the unafford- 
ability of ownership. 

According to recent fig- 
ures, Brampton is one of 
several cities where the av- 
erage home price is 60% 
higher than the national av- 
erage. 


Seri os 


v 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


fessionals were on hand this past weekend 
to mark the opening of a new self-storage 
facility in the Mayfield West neighbour- 
hood. 

UltraStor Caledon, helmed by owner 
Matt Buck, opened to great fanfare with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony attended by 
Mayor Allan Thompson. 

The new facility is the second location for 
Buck, who opened his first facility in 
Burlington in Aug. 2016. The business 
combines a modern approach to storage 
with a platform for local entrepreneurs to 
store their stock and build their dream into 
a successful business. 

The facility also includes 18-person, state 


Residents, dignitaries and business pro- 


of the art boardroom and conference cen- 
term 

“As a family we had rented units for 
years and were left disappointed that we 
not able to find a self-storage facility that 
was convenient, clean, and safe,” said 
Buck, who spoke at the event. “We became 
increasingly aware of the high demand for 
self-storage with very few facilities that of- 
fered the high-standard of service, safety, 
and cleanliness we would expect. We seek 
to be the premier solution for individual 
and business storage needs in the region. 

The facility is located just off Highway 
410, east of Kennedy Road. 


(Photo Courtesy of Town of Caledon) 
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Sikhs stand for all communities, not just one 


Sunjit Singh Flora 
Column 


The Sikh community ex- 
periences more racism 
than many other commu- 
nities in Canada - and it 
doesn’t have to be this 
way. 

The population of Sikhs 
in the world today is ap- 
proximately 27 million. 
Jagmeet Singh is one of 
those who have worked 
hard to find a place in 
Canadians’ hearts, having 
stepped down as deputy 
leader of the Ontario NDP 
and replacing Tom Mulcair 
as the federal leader. 

In last year’s provincial 
election, his brother Gur- 
ratan Singh also tried his 
luck for as a candidate for 
the Brampton East riding, 
and won handily. 

Many times, however, 
immigrants are targeted 
and face bullying and 
racism, whether it’s in- 
person or online. 

A viral video which was 
posted on Sep. 1 and 
viewed more than 
250,000 times shows Gur- 
ratan Singh responding to 
a man’s anti-Muslim re- 


marks during the annual 
MuslimFest event in Mis- 
sissauga. 

In the video, Singh tells 
the man that he condemns 
racism. 

Gurratan, who is Sikh, 
tweeted that he will never 
respond to Islamophobia 
with “I am not a Muslim.” 

He says that instead, he 
will stand with Muslims 
and say that hate is wrong. 

Last year, a similar inci- 
dent happens to Jagmeet 
Singh. At a Brampton rally, 
a woman who was angry 
about Islamic sharia law 
stood up and interrupted 
him as he was speaking to 
a crowd of guests. 

"We know you're about 
sharia law. We know 
you’re about the Muslim 
Brotherhood. We know 
about your votes," she 
yelled in Jagmeet’ s face. 
"When is your sharia 
going to end?" the woman 
asked the Sikh politician. 

This incident is indica- 
tive of a growing anti- 
Islam, anti-immigration, 
and anti-diversity move- 
ment in Canada. 

Jagmeet deliberately set- 
tled this critical situation 
with great respect. It is 
natural for a politician to 


expect such behaviorism 
same way his brother set- 
tled this critical situation 
with great respect. 

But the bigger question 
raised here, one that is 
raised by a large number 
of people in the Sikh com- 
munity and the biggest 
Sikh temples, is why are 
we unable to achieve a 
Sikh identity? 

After the Sept 11 terror 
attacks, there were a num- 
ber of repercussions that 
fell upon the Sikh popula- 
tion. Some Sikh people, 
because of their turbans, 
experienced heinous hate 
crimes. 

When the woman spoke 
at Jagmeet’s rally, I real- 
ized that Sikhs still strug- 
gle with personal identity. 
The Sikh religion is cur- 
rently being tested. 

What is the Sikh commu- 
nity doing in response to 
this ongoing process? The 
community needs to playa 
role in the problem of 
racism towards our soci- 
ety. 

Due to its unique ap- 
pearance and identity, the 
Sikh community experi- 
ences more racism than 
many other communities. 

Sadly, the truth is that 


AAA credit rating announced 


by city for 16th year 


The good credit keeps 
rolling. 

The City of Mississauga 
announced Tuesday that it 
has received a AAA credit 
rating from Standard and 
Poor’s for the sixteenth 
straight year, buoyed by its 
financial performance. 

According to the report, 
which was released earlier 
this week, the city benefited 
from a “solid budgetary per- 
formance with high operat- 
ing balances, very low debt 
levels and extremely high 
liquidity.” 

The report also stated that 


nancial services and infor- 
mation and communication 
technology sectors have 
helped to boost Missis- 
sauga’s economy, and that 
the City has “very good 
budgeting practices” that in- 
clude multi-year business 
plans updated annually, op- 
erating budgets and a three- 
year outlook. 

The metric is a strong en- 
dorsement for city employ- 
ees who focus on 


maintaining the city’s finan- 
cial position, said chief fi- 
nancial officer Gary Kent. 


"We continually work to 
deliver quality services and 
infrastructure in a fiscally 
responsible manner. S&P 
has recognized our strong 
business planning and 
budgeting practices and our 
commitment to _ trans- 
parency in reporting,” said 
Kent. 

The report also stated that 
continued growth and diver- 
sification will further 
strengthen the city's econ- 
omy and help it weather 
tough economic cycles.. 


Sikh temples and organi- 
zations are too busy fight- 
ing at their religious 
centres for leadership and 
money to focus on these 
problems and follow and 
teach the original mes- 
sages of Sikhism. 

Today, there is a dire 
need to tackle racism in 
Canada and the United 
States. Canada’s multi-eth- 
nic population needs to be 
strengthened through 
community initiatives, and 
it is essential for Sikhs to 
get involved in such a ven- 
ture. 


Sikhs needs to stand for 
any community, whether 
it’s Sikh, Muslim or Chris- 
tian. 

That was the reason why 
Jagmeet moved a motion 
in the Ontario legislature 
to declare the 1984 anti- 
Sikh riots in India “geno- 
cide”. 

While that motion was 
defeated, a similar one, 
moved by Liberal MPP 
Harinder Malhi, passed by 
the Wynne Liberal govern- 
ment. 

The Sikh community 
sadly needs to leave inter- 


nal issues of leadership 
and money to the side to 
bring awareness of their 
broader identity to all 
Canadians, so that Sikhs 
don’t face the kind of poor 
treatment Jagmeet Singh 
and his brother Gurratan 
Singh have felt in the past. 


Brampton-based Surjit 
Singh Flora is a veteran 
journalist and freelance 
writer. 


z 


and is the first Playdium in the chain to 
have an auditorium, retaining one from the 
former theatre. 

Approximately two-thirds of the new 
complex is dedicated to gaming and attrac- 
tions, with the other third offering a range 
of meal options. For more information on 
the new site, visit Playdium.com. 


Redevelopment is complete at a new ar- 
cade complex in Brampton. 

The new Playdium, located near the 
Highway 410/Steeles Avenue intersection, 
opened its doors to the public Tuesday, 
boasting 41,000 square feet of arcade ma- 
chines, video games, bowling, VR and much 
more. 

The reinvented site occupies the site of 
the former Cineplex Orion Gate theatre, 


the city has competitive tax 
rates, an extensive trans- 
portation infrastructure 
network and proximity to 
major markets, which have 
helped attract and retain in- 
vestment. 

S&P added that companies 
in the life sciences, ad- 
vanced manufacturing, fi- 


(Submitted Photo) 
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Province announces new funds for 
Brampton school 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

A Brampton public school 
is benefiting from a boost of 
provincial funding 

It was announced by 
Brampton South MPP Prab- 
meet Sarkaria last week that 
the province is giving $1 mil- 
lion in funding to expand 
Hickory Wood Public School. 

Two childcare rooms will 
be built in this school, pro- 
viding space for 34 children 
through the province's Capi- 
tal Investment Program, said 
Sarkaria. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
he explained that it was a 
matter of pride for the 
province to have the oppor- 
tunity to make this an- 
nouncement. 

“Children here are the 
most valuable resource for 
Ontario,” said Sarkaria, who 
was backed by school trustee 
Kathy MacDonald and repre- 
sentatives from the Peel Dis- 
trict School Board. “Our 
government is thrilled to be 
expanding childcare.” 

Sarkaria, who is also On- 
tario's Small Business and 
Red Tape Reduction Minis- 
ter, said that with this an- 
nouncement, the province 
will be investing in the fu- 
ture of working students and 
working families. 


“It’s part of our govern- 
ment’s broader plan to make 
sure our students have the 
facilities and tools they need 
to succeed—investing nearly 
$13 billion over 10 years, 
with $500 million this year 
alone. 

Brampton kids have big 
hopes and even bigger 


dreams. We’re investing in 
their futures and improving 
our schools to give them 
every opportunity to make 
those dreams come true,” 
Sarkaria added. 

Peel District School Board 
Chair Stan Cameron also 
said it was wonderful news 
for families in the area, who 


District 
® peel School Board 
NS 


will benefit from additional 
space. 

“We are setting the stage 
for student success,” said 
Cameron. “This will give us 
the opportunity to give our 
curriculum a modern look 
and soak up a new spirit in 
our classrooms.” 


See 
FOR THE STUDENTS 


New site selection tool geared 
towards entrepreneurs 


Brampton’s Economic De- 
velopment Office has 
launched a tool that’s de- 
signed to help businesses 
find available sites to meet 
their needs. 

To support real estate, de- 
velopment and the business 
community, the city has 
launched a new Site Selec- 
tion Tool. 

The tool is a map-based 
web application that pro- 
vides a listing of select in- 
dustrial and office 
development and redevelop- 
ment properties (minimum 
size of 20,000 square feet) 
which are either for sale or 
lease in Brampton. 

Users can focus their 
search by building type, sale 
price, lease rate, and avail- 
able square footage. Prop- 
erty reports will include 
contact information, build- 


ing/zoning information and 
related marking sheets. 

The new site selection tool 
is just one of several being 
used to support business 
owners in finding the per- 
fect location for their busi- 
ness, including access to an 
expeditor service. The serv- 
ice includes assistance to 
guide developers and in- 
vestors, providing strategic 
advice through the process 
to ensure the site selection 
process is seamless. 

The new tool can be ac- 
cessed by visiting bramp- 
ton.ca/EN/Business/investb 
rampton/Pages/Investment- 
Sites.aspx 

For more information on 
any of the featured proper- 
ties, visitors can email the 
city’s Economic Develop- 
ment Office at 


EDO@brampton.ca. 


Expanding Telehealth Ontario With Smoking Cessation Services 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The Ontario government 
will be making it easier for 
people in Dufferin-Caledon 
and all Ontarians to access 
more health supports on 
the Telehealth Ontario plat- 
form. 

Telephone-based smoking 
cessation services will tran- 
sition to Telehealth Ontario 
and expand service for indi- 
viduals who are looking for 
help to quit smoking. 

Dufferin-Caledon patients 
deserve access to the serv- 
ices they need, when and 
where they need them. 

That’s why Telehealth On- 
tario will provide easy ac- 
cess to registered nurses 
and specific supports to 
quit smoking, as well as 
combining these services 
with other health informa- 
tion, which includes profes- 
sional medical advice, 
nutrition counselling and 
referrals to mental health 


and addictions support. 

By transitioning _ tele- 
phone-based smoking ces- 
sation services from 
Smokers’ Helpline to Tele- 
health, services will im- 
prove and expand frontline 
support. 

There is no one solution 
for those who are looking to 
stop smoking, which is why 
it is so important that our 
government is providing 
supports that connect On- 
tarians to the services they 
need, whether they require 
access to registered dieti- 
cians, primary care experts 
or counselling. 

Starting Oct. 1, Telehealth 
Ontario will expand to in- 
clude smoking cessation 
services. 

Telehealth is a free and 
confidential service that 
provides health advice and 
information 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, avail- 


able in more than 300 lan- 
guages. 

Registered Nurses answer 
the call and ask questions to 
assess the caller’s health 
problem, as well as provid- 
ing advice. 

These nurses will not di- 
agnose illness or provide 
medication, but rather di- 
rect callers to the appropri- 
ate level of care. 

Nurses can help callers 
decide whether they should 
handle their concern them- 
selves, visit a doctor or 
clinic, contact a community 
service or go to a hospital 
emergency room. 

This announcement is the 
latest in a series of other 
funding available for smok- 
ing cessation services that 
come at no cost for patients 
in Ontario. 

These include smoking 
cessation services for On- 
tario Drug Benefit program 


Re- 
and 
the 
and 


recipients, Nicotine 
placement Therapy 
counselling through 
Centre for Addiction 
Mental Health. 

To get telephone-based 


smoking cessation support 
and health care information 
and advice, call Telehealth 
Ontario after Oct. 1 toll free 
at 1-866-797-0000 or toll- 
free TTY at 1-866797-0007. 


If you have any questions 
about smoking cessation 
services, please call 1-800- 
265-1603 or visi tmy web- 
site at sylviajonesmpp.ca. 
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Hybrid sport brings national attention to 
Braeben 


It was a star-studded 
event last Thursday, as 
soccer legends teamed 
up to introduce a hybrid 
sport during an inaugu- 


ral event in Missis- 
sauga. 

Braeben Golf Course 
hosts. the first-ever 


Canadian FootGolf Clas- 
sic, as part of the All- 
state Soccer Show 2020. 

The event featured 
many of Canada’s soccer 
icons, including Dwayne 
De Rosario, Rohan Rick- 
etts, Carmelina 
Moscato, Steven Cald- 
well, Kristian Jack and 
many of the major soc- 
cer entities that have re- 
cently made way in the 
Canadian market, the 
Canadian Premiere 
League, Canada Soccer 
Business, Yorkg FC, 
Hamilton Forge FC and 
One Soccer by Media 
Pro Canada. 


The event was put on 
by Inspiratus Sports Ex- 
perience, a global sports 
marketing agency, 
bringing together the 
country’s major soccer 
forces to build national 
awareness for the show, 
billed as the country’s 
first and only consumer 
soccer show, the DeRo 
Foundation, and _ the 
2020 Footgolf World 
Cup in Sakura, Japan, 
where the Canadian 
Footgolf Association is 
trying to send a team to 
represent Canada. 

De Rosario, fresh off a 
season playing with the 
MetroStars, had a 
chance to speak at the 
event, also bringing 
awareness to his foun- 
dation, the DeRo Foun- 
dation, in support of 
building after school 
programs, both in 
Canada and the 


Caribbean, in less fortu- 
nate areas providing 
kids with opportunities 
and a pathway to suc- 
cess through soccer. 

“T had a lot of fun 
today; I’ve never played 
the sport before, but In- 
spiratus put on an ex- 
cellent event and it 
really looked like every- 
one involved was having 
a great time,” said De 
Rosario. 

“I’m glad we brought a 
group like this together 
to enjoy a game of Foot- 
golf and learn about 
new initiatives... the as- 
sociation (is) providing 
more experiences for 
soccer families in this 
country.” 

Phil Ionadi, Managing 
Director of Inspiratus, 
said that the partici- 
pants in last Thursday’s 
event took part in a 
sport that is gaining 


global momentum and 
international aware- 
ness. 

“We are now formally 
working with the Cana- 


dian Footgolf Associa- 
tion to build the future 
of this sport and use 
this sport for such 
events like this, where 


Legendary Canadian soccer icons and corporates 
take the green for a game of Footgolf in support of 
the Allstate Soccer Show 2020, billed as the coun- 
try’s first consumer soccer show. (Submitted) 


A 


f 
= | 
’ - 
os ; 
i ; 


we can bring the soccer 
people together who 
have the capacity to 
make real change here 
in Canada,” said Ionadi. 


New Lowell nabs third game in championship series 


a te 
Greg Keenan of the Bolton Brewers attempis.to tag 
is apie She Ne Lowell Knights in a pick-off 
atte ase during Game 1 of the North 
Dufferin Baseball League championship series on 
Sept. 7, 2019. (Photo by Daud! Anderson) 


A single run made the dif- 
ference for the New Lowell 
Knights, who won 7-6 over 
the Bolton Brewers on Sat- 
urday. 

The two teams met for 
Game 3 of the North Duf- 
ferin Baseball League 
championship in Bolton, 
where the Knights quickly 
got on the scoresheet with 
arun in the first inning. 

Not to be _ out-done, 
Bolton's Chris Fafalios hit a 
home run to tie the game in 
the second half of the in- 
ning. 

New Lowell plated three 
runs in the second and two 
in the fourth to take a lead. 
Mike Wallace of Bolton hit a 
two-run shot in the third 
and one run was scored in 
the fifth inning to come 


within two. 

The Brewers forced an 
extra inning by scoring two 
runs in the seventh, but 
were unable to halt the 
Knights who scored one to 
reclaim the lead. Bolton 
failed to produce in their 
half of the inning. 

Brandon Norrie had a 
double and two singles for 
the Knights. Tanner Zeggil 
and father Gord Zeggil both 
hit two singles with Sid 
Beelen, Todd Patton, Dale 
Lightheart, and Chris Greer 
chipping in with a hit. Kurt 
Roy hit his second triple of 
the series, which brought in 
the winning run. 

In addition to Bolton's 
home runs, Wallace also hit 
a double. Brett Chater and 
Stephen Warden doubled 


and singled, while John 
Hutchinson and _ Frank 
Amantea each had a hit. 
Brett Barwick hit two sin- 
gles. 

Steve Baldry had com- 
mand of the ball for the 
Knights striking out five 
Brewers in his eight in- 
nings, allowing six runs on 
11 hits. 

Bolton's Trent Barwick 
pitched a complete game, 
gave up seven runs on 12 
hits, walked three, hit one 
batter, and struck out two. 

Rain and poor field condi- 
tions cancelled Sunday's 
contest. Game 4 will be 
played this Saturday (Sep. 
21), as the two teams meet 
for a double header starting 
at 1 p.m. in Bolton. 
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Peel Police host soccer tournament 


The action was fast and furious last week, 
as Peel Police played host to the 40th annual 
North American Police Soccer Tournament, 
which ran from Sep. 11 - 13 at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre and Iceland Sports Com- 
plex. 

The annual event is hosted by a different 
police service every year with the goal of 
raising both awareness and money for se- 
lected charities and to “Encourage friend- 
ship and camaraderie between police 
members throughout North America 
through the common bond of soccer,” said 


Cst. Gary Thomas, the tournament organ- 
izer. 

Players competed in five categories - Men’s 
and Women’s competitive, Men’s and 
Women’s Recreational and the 40+ Masters 
Division. The tournament has grown signifi- 
cantly over the years, with over 30 police 
agencies from across Canada and the USA 
competing for the championship and to raise 
funds this year for the Canadian Tire Jump- 
start program. 


(Photo Courtesy of Peel Police) 
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Ham steps up as new Steelheads captain 


Veteran defenceman Liam 
Ham will become the new 
captain for the Mississauga 
Steelheads, the team’s man- 
agement announced Tues- 
day. 

Ham will act as the sev- 
enth captain, while Nicholas 
Canade and Keean Washku- 
rak will serve as assistant 
captains. 

“We have a ton of charac- 
ter in our dressing room, 
and quite honestly, there are 
a number of players the 
coaches will be leaning on 
for leadership this season,” 
said the team’s general man- 
ager, James Richmond, ear- 
lier this week. “Liam, 
Nicholas and Keean are all 
true leaders on and off the 
ice and they will all be 
tremendous reflections of 
what a Steelhead is.” 

Ham played his minor 
hockey for the York Simcoe 
Express of the Eastern 
Minor Midget Hockey 
League and was one of the 
league’s top defencemen 
with 27 points in 32 games. 
He would go on to be se- 
lected by Niagara IceDog’s 
in the sixth round (113th 
overall) on the 2015 OHL 
Priority Selection. 

The Newmarket, Ontario 
native made the Niagara 
IceDogs roster the following 


year, where he would spend 
the next two and half sea- 
sons, before a trade ulti- 
mately landed him wearing 
the blue and white. 

After being acquired mid- 
way through the 2018-19 
season, Ham put up strong 
numbers, recording 30 
points (8 goals, 22 assists) 
in 41 games for the Steel- 
heads. He was ranked in a 
tie for second as the best de- 
fensive defenseman in the 
year-end OHL Coaches poll, 
a testament to his on-ice 
play in both ends of the ice. 

“We have a very tight knit 
group that works 
hard and loves to = 
play together,” 
said Ham. “Along 
with Keean and 
Nick, who also 
will be repre- 
senting our team 
as leaders, we 
are very focused 
on having a long 
and successful 
year.” 

Canade will be 
an assistant cap- 
tain for the sec- 
ond year in a 
row. He was also 
recognized at the 
end of the season 
as the OHL’s Hu- 
manitarian of the 


Year, awarded to a player 
that demonstrates himself 
as an outstanding role 
model in the community. 

Washkurak had a breakout 
season in 2018-19 where he 
put himself on the radar of 
NHL scouts, registering 47 
points (16 goals, 31 assists) 
in 66 games. He was se- 
lected to play for Team 
Canada at the 2019 U18 
World Junior Championship 
and was recognized as the 
OHL Western Conference’s 
Hardest Working Player in 
the annual Coaches Poll. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MIB 
O/T 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 
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Hometown hero honoured at packed rally 


by Alex Gregory 


It was a hero’s welcome 
this past Sunday, as ten- 
nis star Bianca Andreescu 
greeted nearly 10,000 
screaming fans at Missis- 
sauga’s Celebration 
Square during a packed 
rally to honour her recent 
U.S. Open win. 

“This is crazy... I never 
thought I’d have a parade 
in my honour,” said the 19 
year-old tennis phenom, 
fresh off a win against 
Serena Williams in the 
women’s singles final of 
the tournament. 

Andreescu was in good 
company alongside digni- 
taries, city councillors 
and community leaders 
during the packed rally, 
which was organized only 
a few days after her win. 

‘The entire sports coun- 
try rallied around what 
she was able to do,” said 
TSN host Mark Roe, who 
emceed Sunday’s rally. 

Andreescu. was_ hon- 
oured with a key to the 
city, presented by Missis- 
sauga Mayor’ Bonnie 
Crombie, along with a 
street that was named in 
her honour - Andreescu 
Way. 

Plenty of notable speak- 
ers were on-hand, includ- 
ing Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, to speak on be- 
half of Andreescu’s his- 
toric win. 

“She is an inspiration... 
she showed that young 


people can do anything,” 
said Trudeau, who 
thanked Andreescu’s par- 
ents, Nicu and Maria, for 
immigrating to Canada 
and supporting their 
daughter’s career. 

“Thanks for choosing 
Mississauga... you 
showed that anything is 
possible.” 

Andreescu, who began 
her career at the Ontario 
Racquet Club in Clarkson, 
has inspired other aspir- 
ing tennis players to fol- 
low their dreams, said 
Crombie. 

“She is an inspiration to 
young women across the 
country and is proof that 
you can achieve anything 
if you work hard and put 
your mind to it,” said 
Crombie. 

Andreescu currently 
stands at #5 in the world 
tennis rankings after the 
U.S. Open win, and 
headed to Montreal ear- 
lier this week for an open 
practice at Tennis 
Canada’s national train- 
ing centre, where she 
often practiced. 

“It’s beautiful to see 
fans appearing every- 
where,” said Andreescu, 
who thanked her parents 
and fans for their support 
over the past year. 

She credited her success 
to staying focused and de- 
termined to succeed, and 
said that anyone can 
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achieve the same success. 

“I’m glad Inever gave 
up,” she told the crowd. 
“Tf Ican do it, so can 
you.” 

Her recent wins are 
“only the beginning”, said 
Andreescu, who didn’t 
take media questions 
after the event, but said 
that she was proud to 
represent the country 
around the world. 

The rally also attracted 
interest from other high- 
profile dignitaries, in- 
cluding rapper Drake, 
who was in absentia, but 
delivered a “care pack- 
age” of clothing from his 
brand, OVO, while 
Toronto Mayor John Tory 
remarked that Sep. 16 
would be named “Bianca 
Andreescu Day” in her 
honour. 

“She’s a GTA cham- 
pion,” said Tory. “It 
shows you that it’s one 
thing to win. It’s another 
thing how you do it.” 

Andreescu’s win has 
greatly increased interest 
in tennis across the coun- 
try, said Tennis Canada 
executive director Jen- 
nifer Bishop, who told the 
crowd that she wants a 
“next-generation tennis 
nation.” 

“The true impact of 
Bianca’s success will be 
felt in the months and 
years ahead,” Bishop said. 
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Brampton-based rapper nabs “Mighty” award 


Alocal rapper picked 
up a major music prize 
Monday night, at one of 
the industry’s biggest 
events. 

Brampton’s own Haviah 


Mighty, who captured the 
interest of fans with 
songs like “Flower City” 
and “Blame”, topped the 
list of shortlisted con- 
tenders to become the 


first female rapper to win 
the 14th annual Polaris 
Music Prize. 

Mighty, who has been a 
local fixture with per- 
formances at the Rose 


Theatre and Garden 
Square, won the victory 
for her most recent 
album, “13th Floor”, 
which focuses on the ob- 
stacles she faced in her 
past and her persever- 
ance aS a woman of 
colour in Canada. 

Mighty beat out several 
other up-and-coming 
artists, including Fet Nat, 
Jessie Reyes and Pup, to 
take home the top hon- 
ours Monday evening at 
The Carlu in Toronto. The 
award includes a $50,000 
cash prize. 

Admitting she had no 
victory speech written 
for the occasion, Mighty 
said that the award is the 
culimination of her work 
up to that point. 

“Pve been working on 
being a musician for a re- 
ally long time, and I’ve 
put out a lot of music for 
very few accolades and 
very little reward for a 


long time, and this is the 
first time I’ve been able 
to see my truth and my 
narrative and have an 
album based on _ that 
theme,” said Mighty. 

“Here now, at Polaris 
2019, it is the time and 
the place for ‘13th Floor’ 
to take the stage,” she 
continued. 

Mighty, who was born 
in Toronto and began 
producing her own music 
at the age of 15, also cred- 
ited her family and 
friends for giving her the 
motivation to pursue her 
career, and said that the 
album is igniting discus- 
sion on race and gender. 

In a statement released 
after her win, Mighty 
said that the titular “13th 
floor”, which refers to an 
unlucky floor number 
that is left out of some 
buildings, is removed 
from reality because peo- 
ple don’t understand it, 


and therefore dismiss it. 

“These people don’t 
necessarily share the nar- 
ratives that I do, or the 
walks of life that I have, 
and yet, here we are, fi- 
nally on what I believe is 
the 13th floor,” said 
Mighty. 

“This is the moment of 
resurgence where the 
dismissal that has existed 
is now being removed, 
and the discussion is 
being had.” 

More than 1,000 guests 
attended Monday night’s 
gala, which included per- 
formances by nine of the 
ten nominees. Jessie 
Reyez was unable to at- 
tend the event due to a 
back injury that left her 
unable to perform. 

Mighty’s performance 
included an eight-minute 
medley of songs from the 
album, which received a 
standing ovation after- 
wards. 


Fall fair brings autumn fun to Bolton 


One of Bolton’s biggest 
festivals is set to rock the 
downtown core this week- 
end, as the 161st annual Fall 
Fair kicks off at the Albion- 
Bolton Fairgrounds. 

The long-running festival 
will bring fun and games to 
the community with an “au- 
tumn-coloured twist”, in- 
cluding the famous Truck 
and Tractor Pull, Butter Tart 
Festival, midway and much, 
much more from Sep. 20-22. 

Hosted by the Albion- 
Bolton Agricultural Society, 
the festival has its roots ina 
very different time - when 
the festival began in 1857, 
there were few-to-no side- 
walks, and _ horse-driven 
buggies were the norm. 

At its genesis, the fairs 
were held in hotel years and 
on King Street, with foot 
races and egg races being 
hosted on the south side of 
the street. 

Five years after its incep- 


tion, the fair was moved to a 
new location in the nearby 
Sandhill community before 
returning to Bolton in 1863. 

The festival set down 
roots at its current site, on 
Queen Street South, in 1868, 
after purchasing 2 1/2 acres 
from a local resident and es- 
tablishing the Bolton Fair- 
grounds. 

The festival continued to 
grow and expand over the 
ensuing decades, incorpo- 
rating and expanding to a 
two-day festival in 1872, 
then by expanding the fair- 
grounds in 1889 and 1895. 
By the turn of the century, 
the fairgrounds included a 
racetrack and a_ roofed 
grandstand. 

1966 saw the stone gate 
posts erected, and the first 
Fair Parade was held. 1967 
marked the first Fair Queen 
Competition (Katie Litz 
Below was the Fair Queen, 
and Ruth Verner Craig the 


Centennial Queen). 

In 1971 the new arena was 
opened by Bill David on the 
Fair property, under the 
agreement that the Agricul- 
tural Society could use it for 
the Fair - and a new Exhibit 
Hall was created! 

Funds were raised in 1985 
and souvenir plates given to 
donors. This led to the con- 
struction and 1990 opening 
of the President’s Building. 

The fair has continued to 
attract residents year after 
year with a diverse suite of 
programming, including the 
Tug of War, Mutt Show, 
Spelling Match, Sheep and 
Goat Shows, live music, 
local exhibitors, Pig Kissing 
and many more activities for 
the whole family! 

The fair will kick off to- 
morrow (Friday, Sep. 20) at 
the fairgrounds, with open- 
ing ceremonies and the 
crowning of the fair ambas- 
sadors being hosted on the 


main stage, beginning at 6 
p-m. Following that, the 
evening will have a variety 
of opportunities including 
the Farmer Fitness Obstacle 
Course (at 6:45 p.m.), 
Busker Bex in Motion (at 7 
p-m.), the classic Demo 
Derby (7:30 p.m.) and a per- 
formance by local band 
Ramblin’ Soul to close out 
the night at 9 p.m. 
Saturday’s schedule in- 
cludes a wide range of activ- 


ities happening throughout 
the day, including the famed 
Truck and Tractor Pull at 4 
p-m., hosted at the fair- 
grounds track., while Sun- 
day’s fun will continue with 
the Butter Tart Festival (10 
a.m. - 3 p.m.), closing cere- 
monies at 4 p.m. and much 
more! 

Weekend passes are $20 
for adults, and $10 for chil- 
dren 12 and under. Unlim- 
ited midway ride bracelets 


(for Sunday, September 24 
only) can be purchased for 
$25, along with single-day 
passes. To purchase a pass, 
email office@boltonfair.ca 
or visit Alliance Agri-Turf, 
Foster’s Book Garden Davis 
Farm and Feed Supply. 

The Albion Bolton Fair- 
grounds are located at 150 
Queen Street South. For 
more information and full 
schedules, visit boltontrac- 
torpull.ca. 


Arena 
Library 
Fairgrounds 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


A wonderful thing to do is 
to celebrate your life, age, 
time of the year, event, sport 
wins, relationships, etc. 

What seems difficult is to 
continue to celebrate the mo- 
ments in between. 

New Year’s Day - a start to 
the year with hopes that we 
can change what we have 
with resolutions and starting 
over. 

Valentine’s Day - love be- 
tween us is celebrated re- 
gardless of the type of 
relationship. In elementary 
school, children are taught to 
express love for their fellow 
classmates and family. 

High school students are 
also encouraged to do cre- 
ative projects to give or sell 
to fellow classmates and oth- 
ers. Candy, greeting cards, 
dinners out, flowers and 
jewelry are the highest sell- 
ing and most popular at this 
time. 

Easter celebrates a reli- 
gious holiday and it is about 
Church services, festive fam- 
ily meals, Easter egg decora- 
tion, and gift-giving. 

I remember getting a new 
outfit and a hat to go to 
church and doing the same 
with my children. 

June is the wedding month 
where more weddings are 
held. It is the start of sum- 
mer and maybe this was be- 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:13 AM Page 21 


cause of the growing cycles 
and a small lull in the year. 

July is Canada’s and Amer- 
ica’s national holidays. What 
better time to celebrate your 
country’s birthdays? 

August and September 
have all sorts of exhibitions 
and farmers’ markets. So 
often people have never seen 
farm animals close-up and 
here they can touch and 
watch them. Children can 
become acquainted with 
donkeys, horses, chickens, 
geese, ducks, pigs, etc. 

October is Thanksgiving 
and Hallowe’en. What a 
treat! Everyone sits together 
and eats a meal and ex- 
presses thanks for what they 
have. 

Hallowe’en is about dress- 
ing up and being a character. 
The capes, masks, head 
pieces, costumes are all at 
play here and the children all 
enjoy it even if it is scary at 
times. 

The sweets they get at the 
door of their neighbours are 
the best. 

November is Remem- 
brance Day. We remember 
our service people who have 
died to keep our land free. 
We thank them and celebrate 
what they gave us. 

Christmas is again another 
religious holiday among oth- 
ers. It again brings us to- 


gether and gives us a reason 
to celebrate the fact we are 
all at the same table. We sit 
and eat together and cele- 
brate each other. 

Birthdays, anniversaries, 
baby births, different work 
or personal life promotions, 
wins, all contribute to our 
celebrations and make these 
moments special. 

What celebration helps is 
to reduce stress. We might 
not have thought about that 
but it does. When you are 
happy celebrating, you stress 
less. 

We think differently and 
see the situation or event dif- 
ferently or have a more pos- 
itive outlook on life. 

Opportunities always exist 
and are everywhere, and we 
need to see them in a differ- 
ent light as positive. How do 
you perceive a different hap- 
pening in your life? Percep- 
tion is everything and that is 
what we can change. A tree 
is just a tree until you dress 
it up with fancy Christmas 
baubles and lights and it be- 
comes different. Colouring 
your world will do that. 

What does your home or 
work area say about you? Is 
it a happy place or just some 
place you sit or live? 

There is also a spirituality 
in celebrating. Celebrating 
comes from within us and 
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how we feel about it. What 
does celebrating mean to 
you? 

Maybe there have been 
times that there was nothing 
to celebrate but look differ- 
ently. Find what worked for 
you and kept you going. 

The movie It’s a Wonderful 
Life was all about a man who 
wanted to travel but was 
forced by circumstances to 
live and stay in his small 
town. 

All his life he was miser- 
able and thought everything 
was against him. In the end, 
he realized he had a wonder- 


ful life and changed so many 
people’s lives, including his 
own. What a shame he didn’t 
know that throughout his 
life. 

One thing we need to real- 
ize is this is our life, our mo- 
ments. Learn to live the 
moments and to celebrate 
whatever is happening. As 
soon as you can put a differ- 
ent perception on it, it all 
changes. Make it a celebra- 
tion. 

Wake up with that thought 
and enjoy what is already 
there for you. Journal your 
thoughts and what is going 


on. This will give you a real- 
ization that everything gets 
better. You never know how 
bad it was after it gets better 
so journal at the hard times 
and watch it develop into 
better. 

Don’t wait till there is a 
reason to celebrate, make a 
reason to celebrate. Enjoy 
the fact that your friends and 
family are there for you like 
you are for them - there is a 
reason each is in your life. 
Every situation is ready for 
you so celebrate them. Your 
choice is waiting. 


Auxiliary group celebrates 


30 years of service 


It was a banner celebration 
this past Sunday, as Peel Re- 
gional Police’s Auxiliary Pro- 
gram celebrated its 30th 
anniversary with a get-to- 
gether of active members. 

The Auxiliary formed in 1989 
with 24 Auxiliary Officers tak- 
ing part, and has since grown 
to encompass more than 100 
volunteers from the region. 


Participants in the Auxiliary 
Program help Peel Police by at- 
tending local fundraising 
events, patrol escorts and RIDE 
programs, and encompass 


many divisions including a Re- 
cruiting Team, Training Team, 
Equity and Inclusion Team, 
Marine Unit and many more. 
Members in the Auxiliary have 
also been inspired to become 


officers themselves, with thir- 
teen participants joining the 
force in 2018. 

“Tam very proud of the com- 
mitment that our Auxiliary 
members show to this organi- 
zation and our community.,” 
Sgt. Derick St. Denis, the offi- 
cer in charge of the Auxiliary, 
said Sunday. (Photo Courtesy of 
Peel Police) 
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It was a “banner” occasion 
this past Sunday, as the Mis- 
sissauga Arts Council un- 
veiled the latest installment 
of their Boxes and Banners 
Project, which reimagines 
utility boxes with unique 
and eye-catching designs 
created by local artists. 


—e- 


Toronto-based artist 
Mango Peeler was on-hand 
to unveil his new work - a 
mosaic of colour and energy 
and that utilized an assort- 
ment of techniques to create 
the piece. 

The utility box is located in 
front of St. Mary’s Ukranian 


i’ im 
Way 


Wh | 
Catholic Church, near the in- 
tersection of Cawthra and 
Burnhamthorpe Road. 

So far, the Mississauga 
Arts Council has decorated 
18 utility boxes across the 
city. (Photo Courtesy of 
Ward 3 - Chris Fonseca) 
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Pooches cool off at end of pool season 


ite 


Dogs throughout the city had a “barking 
good time” earlier this month, as Missis- 
sauga marked the end of its pool season with 
a dog-only swim at the Lions Club of Credit 
Valley Outdoor Pool. 

Dozens of four-legged residents were on- 
hand to mark the occasion, the first such 
event of its kind, with a swim at the fenced- 
off pool, which is located in south Missis- 
sauga near Port Credit. The pool is typically 
filled with swimmers of all ages throughout 


the summer, but the inaugural event proved 


to be a great opportunity for dogs to stretch 
out their paws, swim and chase balls around 
around the pool. 

Representatives from Mississauga Animal 
Services were also on-hand to teach dog 
owners about some of the local programs 
and initiatives available throughout the com- 
munity. 


(PWN Staff Photos) 
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Historic derailment highlighted in 
new exhibition 


It came to define for- 
mer Mississauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion’s tenure 
and left an _ indelible 
mark in the minds of 
local residents. 

Now, the historic “Mis- 
sissauga Miracle” is 
being commemorated 40 
years after the original 
date with new exhibi- 
tions being hosted by 
Heritage Mississauga. 

On Nov. 10, 1979, resi- 
dents living in the 
Mavis/Central Parkway 
area of Mississauga woke 
up with a shock after a 
106-car CP Rail freight 
train derailed, spilling 
numerous chemicals and 
explosives over the area, 
including caustic soda, 
chlorine and propane. 

What followed was the 
largest peacetime evacu- 
ation in North America’s 
history, as over 200,000 
residents were moved 


from the immediate area 
by authorities who 
feared a cloud of chlorine 
gas would envelop the 
area. 

40 years later, the 
event, often dubbed the 
“Mississauga Miracle”, 
will be commemorated 
with a pair of exhibitions 
featuring key artifacts 
and images from the 
event. 

“Mississauga Miracle: 
The Story of the 1979 De- 
railment” will include 
many items availablee 
for the public to view, in- 
cluding the pressure re- 
lief valve from the 
derailed tanker, items 
from Peel Art Gallery, 
Museum and Archives 
(PAMA) and commemo- 
rative items given by res- 
idents, along with a video 
compiled from 50 inter- 
views from front-line 
firefighters, politicians 


and residents that were 
evacuated from their 
homes. 

The exhibition will run 
from Sep. 21 - Nov. 17 at 
Bradley Museum (1620 
Orr Road), from 12 - 4 
p-m. every Thursday 
through Sunday, and will 
run from Oct. 29 - Nov. 
15 at The Grange (1921 
Dundas Street West), 
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
every Tuesday through 
Friday. 

The City of Mississauga 
will also host the Missis- 
sauga Miracle: 40th An- 
niversary Event on Nov. 
10 The Grange, featuring 
an anniversary open 
house and refreshments 
for the public to enjoy, 
from 2 -4 p.m. 

For more information 
on the exhibitions and 
event, visit the city web- 
site at culture.missis- 
sauga.ca/museums. 
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Doors Open as Peel hosts culture activities 


by Alex Gregory 


Fall is just around the cor- 
ner - and with it, one of the 
premier events of the season 
as Culture Days take over 
the region from Sep. 27 - 29. 

A variety of interactive 
events and workshops will 
be held over the course of 
the weekend, including 
milestone events, heritage 
tours, kids’ activities and 
much more. 

Aside from special events 
happening throughout Peel, 
Culture Days will be hosting 
a province-wide exhibition, 
Do Blue Butterflies Eat Part 
of the Sky?, coupled with 
Culture Trek — a series of 
events highlighting the 
province’s diverse regions. 


Brampton: 


20 sites throughout the 
city will be taking part in 
the Doors Open Brampton 
event, held on Saturday, 
Sep. 28. 

Residents can explore a 
number of unique heritage 
sites, community buildings 
and culture facilities 
throughout the city, via a 
range of experiences such as 
guided tours, creative activ- 


ities and much more. 

Since its settlement in the 
early 1820s, more than 
600,000 residents have 
made Brampton their home. 

The city hosts a wide 
range of heritage buildings 
and cultural experiences, 
with sites ranging from the 
historic Alderlea and Old 
Ebenezer Church properties 
to modern buildings like 
Beaux Arts Brampton, Peel 
Art Gallery, Museum and 
Archives (PAMA) and the 
Rose Theatre, to name just a 
few. 

The event runs from 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. For more infor- 
mation, visit the Doors Open 
website at doorsopenon- 
tario.on.ca/en/brampton. 

Caledon: 


Caledon Public Library 
will be celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of Culture Days 
with a full day of free cele- 
brations on Saturday, Sept. 
28 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

The event will include a 
wide assortment of activi- 
ties, including art exhibits, 
the popular Battle of the 
Brushes competition, ap- 
pearances by local Caledon 


authors, 3D printer demos, 
dance demos and much 
more, along with the launch 
of the launch of the library’s 
Musical Instrument collec- 
tion, including a formal 
presentation, musical per- 
formance and refreshments. 

Also on Sep. 28, from 2 - 4 
p-m. at the Albion Bolton 
Community Centre Audito- 
rium (150 Queen Street 
South), Caledon Concert 
Band will host “Making 
Music for Mental Fitness”. 

This interactive workshop 
will teach participants of 
any age how to stimulate 
their mind for mental fit- 
ness and social interactions 
with the power of instru- 
ments, via multi-media dis- 
plays, instrument demos 
and a question and answer 
session with the musicians 
of the Caledon Concert 
Band. The event is free. 

On Sunday, Sep. 29, from 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Inglewood 
Community Centre (15825 
McLaughlin Road) will host 
the “Inglewood Hub”, fea- 
turing a variety of activities 
including rock climbing, a 
live performance by musical 
duo Manuel and Kevin, D.1.Y. 


aromatherapyj jewelry, a 
barn quilting workshop, 
blacksmith forging and 
much more. 

Also on Sep. 29, Alton Mill 
Arts Centre (1402 Queen 
Street West) will celebrate 
the milestone anniversary of 
Culture Days with a free cel- 
ebration running from 10 
am.-5p.m. 

The Alton Mill is home to 
some 25 studio artists, gal- 


leries, a heritage museum, 
café and unique shops, all 
with a unique ambiance. 

The event will include free 
admission to the arts centre, 
along with the a special 
show, “Phenom”, a collection 
of returning favourite visual 
artists, as well as live per- 
formances by local arts 
groups. 

From 2 - 6 p.m., the Cale- 
don Townhall Players will 


Brampton councillor Jeff Bowman poses beside the Alderlea Estate during an event hosted last 


host open theatre tours and 
a rehearsal at their perform- 
ing arts space, located at 
18365 Hurontario Street. 

The event provides a 
‘sneak peek’ at the Townhall 
Players’ upcoming show, as 
well as opportunities to 
meet the performers. 

For more information on 
Doors Open, visit door- 
sopenontario.on.ca. 


year in celebration of the site’s 150th anniversary. The estate is one of 20 sites participating in this 
year’s Doors Open Brampton. (PWN File Photo) 


Indigenous culture celebrated Municipalities “show local love” as 
United Way matches donations 


this weekend at Jingmatok 


The Riverwood Conser- 
vancy will bring residents up 
close with Indigenous her- 
itage and culture during a 
special event being hosted 
this weekend. 

“Jingmatok: The __ River- 
wood Social”, hosted this 
Saturday (Sep. 21) from 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m., will connect 
residents with Indigenous 
arts and history via a full day 
of free programming 

The free day of festivities 
will include song and dance, 
arts and crafts vendors, and 
guided walks on the trails at 
Riverwood, where partici- 
pants can learn about how 
the area’s Indigenous people 
first utilized local plant life. 

Presenters and performers 
from the local Indigenous 
community will be on-hand 
for the event, including rep- 
resentatives of the Missis- 
saugas of the Credit First 
Nation; Tabitha Shurgold, 
the cultural resource coordi- 
nator for The Indigenous 
Network; and Elder Vivian 


Recollet, Jingtamok coordi- 
nator, along with the All Na- 
tions Juniors Big Drum and 
Women Hand Drummers. 

The event will be hosted at 
Chappell Lawn within River- 
wood, located at 4300 RIver- 
wood Park Lane. 

Riverwood is a 150-acre 
natural space along the 
Credit River in Mississauga, 
and home to a wide variety 
of wildlife including reptiles, 
amphibians, mammals like 
coyotes, and more than 150 


species of birds. 

The Riverwood Conser- 
vancy is a Mississauga- 
based, volunteer-driven 
charity that provides pro- 
gramming in environmental 
conservation, environmental 
education, and gardening. 

Free parking is available at 
Riverwood, as well as at the 
nearby Erindale GO Station. 
For a full schedule of activi- 
ties, visit theriverwoodcon- 
servancy.org/jingtamok. 


Community advocates 
in Peel Region “showed a 
little love” this past 
week, as United Way 
Greater Toronto an- 
nounced that Sep. 17 
would be proclaimed 
“Show Your Local Love 
Day”. 

Donations made during 
the non-profit agency’s 
launch event on Septem- 
ber 17 would be matched 
by an anonymous donor, 


representatives said 
Tuesday. 
Hundreds of volun- 


teers, community advo- 
cates and residents were 
on-hand at Brampton’s 
Knights Table soup 
kitchen to mark the 
agency’s 2019 fundrais- 
ing campaign kickoff, 
which aimed to create 
positive change across 
Peel, Toronto and York 
Region. 

To honour the impact of 


United Way’s campaign, 
Toronto, Brampton, 
Markham, Richmond 
Hill, Newmarket, Aurora, 
Georgina, and Caledon 
have all proclaimed Sep. 
17 “Show Your Local Love 
Day”. 

Funds raised by the 
campaign support a net- 
work of community 
agencies across Peel, 
Toronto and York regions 
that help people experi- 
encing poverty . 

Any donation made to 
United Way _ Greater 
Toronto on Sep. 17 was 
matched by an anony- 
mous donor through the 
Show Your Local Love 
Day Challenge Grant (up 
to $25,000). Residents 
who still want to take 
part in the campaign can 
donate at 
unitedwaygt.org/donate. 

Hundreds of volunteers 
participated in the kick- 


off, which included vol- 
unteer work including 
maintenance of gardens 
for women escaping vio- 
lence (at Peel Region’s In- 
terim Place), preparing 
hot meals for homeless 
guests, hosting a garden 
party for isolated seniors 
and much more. 

The agency’s fundrais- 
ing campaign has fueled 
the largest investment in 
community services in 
the GTA after govern- 
ment support, said the 
agency’s 2019 campaign 
chair, Beth Wilson. 

“With the public’s sup- 
port, we can help 270 
agencies across Peel, 
Toronto and York regions 
address unignorable is- 
sues linked to poverty, 
such as youth unemploy- 
ment, food insecurity, do- 
mestic violence, 
homelessness and social 
isolation,” said Wilson. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN September 19, 2019_Layout 1 2019-09-19 11:13 AM Page 24 


Sep. 19, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 24 


Arabic music festival returns with marquee performers 


by Alex Gregory 


The Canadian Arabic Or- 
chestra (CAO) is bringing 
the Festival of Arabic Music 
& Arts (FAMA) back to the 
Living Arts Centre for a 
third year with a host of 
marquee performers and 
groups. 


Carole Samaha (PWN File Photo) 


The festival promotes in- 
tercultural dialogue among 
residents and music fans 
through creative works and 
performances, and seeks to 
build bridges through the 
musical heritage of Arab 
culture. 


For the third season, the 
festival will kick off with a 
performance by Lebanese 


singer/actress Carole 
Samaha on Oct. 25 at 7:30 
p.m. 


Samaha, who began her 
career as an actress in 


Beirut, has helmed lead 
roles at many well known 
venues, including the Man- 
sour Rahbani Musical The- 
ater in Lebanon, and has 
achieved fame as a pop 
singer and star of several 
different soap operas. 

Samaha has also achieved 
recognition by winning the 
World Music Award for Best 
Performer in the Middle 
East (Monaco, 2014), the 
Daf Bama Music Award for 
Best Middle Eastern Female 
Act, and Best Performer in 
the Middle East (Hamburg, 
2016). 

She won numerous 
awards for her songs and al- 
bums, including: the Murex 
d’Or Award for Best Album 
of the Year (Hdoudi Sama, 
2009) and again for Best 
Music Video (Khalik Behalik, 
2011). 

The festival will also in- 
clude free and_ ticketed 
events with more than 100 
local and_ international 
artists performing at vari- 
ous venues throughout Peel 
and Toronto. 

After a series of perform- 
ances in Toronto and North 
York, the festival will return 
to Mississauga for a per- 


formance by Remi Bandali 
on Saturday, Nov. 2 at the 
Meadowvale Theatre (6315 
Montevideo Road). 

Bandali will be accompa- 
nied by the festival’s Junior 
Ensemble in a magical jour- 
ney down memory lane, fea- 
turing songs from famed 
children’s programs and 
other classic tunes. 

Finally, the festival will 
host engagements in Mon- 
treal and Toronto before re- 
turning to the LAC on 
Saturday, Nov. 9, as famed 
comedian Joe Snow brings 
his irreverent style of news 
coverage to the veuue for a 
one-night-only live per- 
formance. 

Snow’s style of comedy 
will turn the dullest mo- 
ments into moments of un- 
controllable laughter, via his 
coverage of local and inter- 
national news for the bene- 
fit of a live audience. 

Organizers with the festi- 
val explained that they aim 
to promote intercultural di- 
alogue among the tapestry 
of Canadian society through 
music and art. 

Co-founders Lamees 
Audeh and Wafa Zaghal 
came up with the genesis of 


the orchestra in 2009, when 
they began performing as a 
duo using the piano and the 
qanun, a traditional Arabic 
instrument. 

Their aim was to creation 
fusion music that combined 
elements of Western and 
Eastern music, and eventu- 
ally brought on more musi- 
cians over the next five 
years. 

The group officially regis- 
tered as a not for profit or- 
ganization in 2015 and 
rebranded themselves as a 
full orchestra. 

Last year, Zaghal said that 
he wants the festival to be 
the realization of his dream 
to establish a successful cel- 
ebration of Arabic culture, 
music and arts. 

“Our team is very excited 
at the prospect of bringing a 
myriad of artists, local and 
international, to Arabic 
music lovers, both Arab and 
non-Arab in audiences 
across Ontario,” he said. 

For more information on 
the festival and to purchase 
tickets for the perform- 
ances, visit canadianarabi- 
corchestra.ca. 


Police host safety blitz over 
busy weekend 


Peel Police were out in 
Mississauga’s city centre 
this past weekend to teach 
pedestrians the rules of the 
ro road, and how to travel 
safely and cautiously, during 
the “Back to College - Pedes- 
trian Safety Event”. 

The initiative, hosted on 
the same weekend as the 
annual Crommunity Crime 
Awareness Day, was part of 
a safety and awareness blitz 
hosted by Peel Police to 
teach pedestrians how to be 
visible and seen while cross- 
ing at some of the city’s 
busiest intersections. 

The reduction of fatal col- 
lisions and serious injury 
collisions continues to be a 
high priority for the police, 
especially with students re- 
turning to school and the 
fall season approaching. 

Representatives from the 
force were on-hand at 
Sheridan College Friday af- 


ternoon as part of the event, 
which is in partnership with 
the post-secondary institu- 
tion, Square One, Missis- 
sauga Transit, Go Transit 
and the City of Mississauga. 

Pedestrians can be Road 
Safety Superheroes if they 
do the following: 

- Be alert and pay atten- 
tion to their surroundings; 

- Ensure that it is safe to 
cross the road before cross- 
ing; 

- Whenever possible, use a 
crosswalk to cross the 
street. 

- Walk without distrac- 
tions by minimizing the use 
of electronic devices 

- In low light conditions, 
consider wearing reflective 
clothing or carry a lit flash- 
light so drivers can see them 

Members of the public, 
drivers and _ pedestrians 
alike, are reminded that 
road safety is a shared re- 


sponsibility. 

Drivers are being asked to 
give their full attention to 
driving safely and to obey- 
ing the rules of the road. 

Pedestrians are among the 
most vulnerable of road 
users. Pedestrians are re- 
minded that they play the 
biggest role in ensuring 
their own safety; they need 
to be fully aware, at all 
times, of their own actions 
and the movement of vehi- 
cles in their vicinity. 

It is imperative that cy- 
clists, pedestrians and mo- 
torists alike be extra vigilant 
around school zones, inter- 
sections, crosswalks and 
public transit stops. 

During the initiative, po- 
lice also encouraged local 
drivers to be extra vigilant. 

Keep in mind that just be- 
cause you have the right of 
way, does not mean it is safe 
to utilize it. 


New play remmagines heritage 
site as haunted forest 


South Mississauga-based 
theatre company Frog in 
Hand will unveil their 
newest play, “Stories in the 
Woods”, on Oct. 4 and 5, 
taking audiences on an eerie 
journey into one of the city’s 
heritage sites. 

The play, helmed by sis- 
ters Colleen Snell and Noelle 
Hamlyn, reimagines the 


land around the Small Arms 
Inspection Building in Lake- 
view as a haunted site, asa 
way to bring awareness to 
climate change and drive 


positive social change. 

The eerie, poetic perform- 
ance will bring guests face- 
to-face with performers 
who are exploring the forest 
around the building, in a 
story inspired by nature and 
reflective of the current cli- 
mate change crisis. 

The show, backed by 
grants from local organiza- 
tions including the Missis- 
sauga Arts Council, Hazel 
McCallion Foundation and 
RAMA Mississauga, is the 
latest from the local theatre 


troupe, who have garnered 
support from local and na- 
tional organizations, as well 
as multiple awards won 
during the Mississauga 
MARTY Awards. 

Tickets for the show are 
$25, with performances 
being held at 7 and 9:30 
p-m. on Oct. 4 and 5. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit the 
group’s website at frogin- 
hand.com. 
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UNITED ACHIEVERS’ CLUB 


5th 


Scholarship & Recognition 
Awards 


Saturday 
September 21, 2019 


Century Gardens Recreation Centre Auditorium 
340 Vodden Street East, Brampton 


Cocktail Hour @ 6pm 
Dinner @ 7pm 
Dancing @ 10pm 


Tickets 
General Admission: $80 ($70 before September 6") 


Students: $50 
Table of 8: $560 


Special Guests 

Keynote Speaker: Mark Beckles, 

Senior Director, Youth Strategy & Innovation - RBC 
Emcee: Jesse Jones - TEN81 Lifestyle Inc 


DJ “MR” AL 

Purchasing & Information pCHlE Ve 

416.727.3660 / 905.796.8163 RA at We 

905.454.4956 / 905.796.1916 5 - 
ACHIEVING jy & 
TOGETHER 

unitedachieversclubbrampton@gmail.com BRAMPTON 
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Youth arts program returns for seventh year 


A Mississauga-based 
youth arts program re- 
turns for its seventh year, 
bringing visual arts pro- 
grams to students in Peel 
Region and beyond. 

Reaching over 15,000 
students, the MonsterArts 
for Youth (MAY) program, 
created by not-for-profit 
group MonstrARTity, pro- 
vides youth with an op- 
portunity to explore 
various cultures through 
workshops in South Asian 
arts - and this year, the 
scope has widened. 

The focus of the MAY 
program, which is now 
being marketed in 
Toronto and Oakville, is 
to build an all-inclusive 
environment for students 
from different back- 
grounds and transcend 
cultures by using the cre- 
ativity of various South 
Asian workshops in 
dance, music, visual arts, 
poetry and film. 

This year, the MAY pro- 
gram will be focusing on 
mental health as arts are 
proven to promote mental 
health and act as a thera- 
peutic agent to individu- 
als, allowing them a 
greater chance to feel in- 


clusive while also aiding 
them to discover their 
thoughts, feelings and be- 
haviours. 

Incorporating the Arts 
for Youth program work- 
shops as part of the 
school curriculum has a 
lasting and long-term 
positive impact on stu- 
dents as they learn to in- 
novate and create 
something within the 
context of a culture that 
may be new to them, says 
Tara Burt, arts curricu- 
lum coordinator for the 
Peel District School Board 

“These programs bol- 
ster student creativity, 
provide access and break 
down cultural barriers, 
creating a more inclusive 
environment within our 
schools,” said Burt. 

This year, MonstrARTity 
will be implementing spe- 
cial paid packages to offer 
to all institutions within 
Mississauga, Brampton, 
Caledon, Toronto, 
Oakville and Markham. 

Schools that are inter- 
ested in participating in 
#MonsterArts For Youth 
will be able to pay a spe- 
cial subsidized fee for 
their first workshop, and 


for each additional work- 
shop on the same day. 

Education and creativity 
have no borders, and is 
inclusive and accepting to 
all, no matter what age, 
gender, race or culture an 
individual identifies as or 
comes from, said Mon- 
strARTity executive direc- 
tor Vikas Kohli earlier 
this week. 

“Our message is that we 
live in such diverse com- 
munities that celebrate 
various cultures, and we 
should be able to not only 
learn from them but also 
celebrate them,” said 
Kohli. “Our goal is that 
every student that goes 
through the MAY program 
receives that understand- 
ing and is able to walk out 
and accept, familiarize 
and learn from each dif- 
ferent culture.” 

Teachers looking to 
book a workshop with 
one of our world-class 
artists can visit monster- 
artsforyouth.com. 

For more information 
on the MAY program, 
email MAY@monstrar- 
tity.com. 


Theatre company celebrates 30 years in style 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


One of Mississauga’s 
longest-serving theatre 
groups is celebrating its 
30th anniversary with a 
bang. 

Sampradays Dance Cre- 
ations will be hosting a 
special tribute concert. 
“Mandala”, to commemo- 
rate thirty years of oper- 
ation next month at the 
Living Arts Centre (LAC). 

The concert, hosted in 
partnership with the 
LAC, is a daring new ki- 
netic work that will see 
dancers and acclaimed 
musicians bring’ the 
mantras of Hinduism and 
sand mandalas of the Ti- 
betan Buddhist practice 
to the stage, combining 
dynamic movement and 
evocative music 

The dancers and musi- 
cians will consecrate the 
stage using religion, cul- 
ture and ethnicity to cre- 
ate an out-of-this-world 


—e- 


experience! 

Described by The New 
York Times as “a com- 
pany of rare dance vital- 
ity” Sampradaya Dance 
Creations is at the fore- 
front of South Asian 
dance in Canada. 

The company, spear- 
headed by artistic direc- 
tor Lata Pada, operates 
with the belief that dance 
is a powerful vehicle to 
communicate the magic, 
beauty and mystery of 
life. 

Inspired by the way 
dance excites the imagi- 
nation of its audiences, 
their dynamic works be- 
come an agent for change 
in society. 

Creatively, the theatre 
company’s works are 
based in the classical 
form of Bharatanatyam. 
Founded in 1990, Sam- 
pradaya is an interna- 
tionally recognized 


Canadian dance com- 
pany. 

Under Pada’s artistic 
leadership, the theatre 
company has served a di- 
verse populace from its 
studios on Ridgeway 
Drive and performances 
throughout the city. It has 
grown over the years into 
an active and vibrant or- 
ganization leading the 
development of South 
Asian dance in Canada. 

For her transformative 
leadership, Pada was 
awarded a_ Lifetime 
Achievement Award at 
the 2019 Mississauga 
MARTY Awards, held this 
past summer. 

The tribute concert will 
take place on Oct. 19 at 
7:30 p.m., in Hammerson 
Hall. Tickets for the con- 
cert can be purchased at 
livingartscentre.ca or by 
calling the LAC box office 
at (905) 306-6000. 
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Food drive aims to raise awareness for 


hun 


One of Mississauga’s 
biggest fundraising 
campaigns kicked off 
Tuesday afternoon, as 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
launched her annual 
Holiday Food Drive. 

The campaign, which 
benefits the Mississauga 
Food Bank, aims to raise 
$315,000 and 250,000 
pounds of food to feed 
hungry residents before 
Oct. 20. 

Crombie, representa- 
tives from the food bank 
and members of Missis- 
sauga Fire and Emer- 
gency Services (MFES) 
were on-hand to kick off 
the annual campaign, 
which has raised more 
than 1.25 million pounds 
of food and more than 
$1.3 million in donations 
from participating busi- 
nesses and_ residents 
over the last five years. 

“More than 100,000 


Mississauga residents 
live in poverty and 
struggle to provide ade- 
quate nutritious food for 
themselves and their 
families,” said Crombie. 
“Time and time again, I 
have witnessed the giv- 
ing and generous nature 
of Mississauga  resi- 
dents. We must continue 
to give back and help in 
order to make Missis- 
sauga a city where no 
one goes hungry. I hope 
that every resident who 
is able will once again 
rise to the challenge and 
join me in donating food 
or funds to help our 
hungry neighbours.” 
Last year saw a 13 per 
cent increase in the 
number of neighbours 
turning to neighbour- 
hood food banks and a 
52 per cent increase in 
the number of seniors 
accessing our services,” 


ry residents 


said the Mississauga 
Food Bank’s executive 
director, Meghan 
Nicholls. 

“(The food drive) is an 
incredible opportunity 
for our community to 
ensure our hungry 
neighbours have access 
to healthy, nutritious 
food and remind them 
that Mississauga is a 
city that cares for those 
in need,” said Nicholls. 

Food donations can be 
dropped off at local fire 
stations, select commu- 
nity centres and li- 
braries, grocery stores 
and at The Mississauga 
Food Bank. 

Financial donations 
can be mailed to the 
food bank or made on- 
line at themissis- 
saugafoodbank.org. 
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You can ensure 
NO ONE in mississavug? 
goes hungry: 


Runners showed their 
spirit this past weekend 
in Brampton during the 
annual Terry Fox Run, 
one of many races being 
held throughout the coun- 
try to honor the memory 
of the famed runner and 
raise funds for cancer re- 
search. 

Mayor Patrick Brown, 
Councillor Jeff Bowman, 


‘MPP Prabmeet Sarkaria 


and plenty of residents 
were on-hand at the Ivy 
Bridge Tap & Grill for the 
start of the Brampton - 
Central run, which trav- 
elled 4.5 kilometres. 

The route was one of 
several taking place in 
Peel Region this past 
weekend, with runs oc- 
curring in Mount Pleas- 


ant, ‘Heart Lake, Meadow- 


vale, Streetsville and Port 
Credit. 

The annual series of 
runs, which constitute the 
Terry Fox Marathon of 
Hope, have raised more 
than $750 million for can- 
cer research over the last 
four decades. 

(Submitted Photo) 


Mississauga city councillor 


Stephen Dasko, commis- 
sioner Paul Mitcham and 
local residents were on-hand 
to celebrate the completion of 
construction on a new park- 
ing located adjacent to the 
Small Arms Building in Lake- 
view. 


The new lot was completed 
by Aquicon Construction 
using environmentally 
friendly “crusher run” (recy- 
cled asphalt) allowing water 
to drain while providing a 
suitable driving surface. 

Lines and bumpers were 
added for additional safety 


Lakeview 


> 
rds. 


and aesthetic quality. 

Dasko, Mitcham, Diane La- 
point of the Small Arms Soci- 
ety, and Lee Tovey, wife of 
former Ward 1 councillor Jim 
Tovey, were on-hand to mark 
the occasion with a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony. 

(Submitted Photo) 
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